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PREFACE 

T r u t h is i ndes t ruc t i b l e . 

I t is t h e G i b r a l t a r a g a i n s t which 
bold fa l sehood , cunn ing ly dev ised con-
t r a d i c t i o n s and c r imina l ly s l a n d e r o u s 
m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s dash., unava i l i ng , 
and a r e wrecked . I t c an be den ied bu t 
not d e s t r o y e d ; cove red o v e r b u t no t 
e f f a c e d . 

T h e sun does no t c e a s e to s h i n e be-
c a u s e c louds obscu re it. In t i m e t h e 
c louds d i s a p p e a r and i t s b r i l l i ancy 
a g a i n enve lopes t h e e a r t h . 

In t h i s c a s e the t r u t h i s l ike the 
sun . 

H i s t o r y can not- be ob l i t e r a t ed no r 
can f a c t s be c h a n g e d . N e i t h e r can t h a t 
which is c r imina l be c o n v e r t e d into 
t h a t which is good, s imp ly because 
t h o s e w h o a r e i n t e r e s t e d in s o do ing 
e i t h e r do no t . o r will not , r ecogn ize 
t h e t r u t h . T h e y may m i s c o n s t r u e or 
deny f ac t s , m a s k evil and s e e k to in-
f l u e n c e publ ic op in ion by mi s l ead ing 
a r t i c l e s and i l l u s t r a t ions , b u t in t h e 
end t r u t h and j u s t i c e m u s t preva i l . 
T h e c i r c u m s t a n t i a l m i s t s which m a y be 
c o n j u r e d up, and which by in t r i gue 
m a y be -condensed in to s t o r m s of pas-
s ion. m u s t d i s a p p e a r b e f o r e t h e pierc-
ing r a y s of t h e sun , and wi th t h e m 
t h e h u m a n and pe r i shab l e i n t e r e s t s 
r e spons ib l e f o r t h e i r c r ea t ion . 

To s imply s t a t e t h a t a m a n is in-
j u r i o u s t o s o c i e t y — t h a t h i s a c t i o n s 
in th i s o r t h a t posi t ion h a v e been with-
ou t bene f i c i a l e f f e c t a n d p re jud ic i a l 
t o t h e people—is n o t s u f f i c i e n t t o 
e s t ab l i sh belief o r i n f l u e n c e in t h e 
s l i g h t e s t d e g r e e a j u s t a n d h o n e s t 

mind . T h e m a n ' s h i s t o r y m u s t h e 
r eckoned •with, h i s pa. t ac t ions m u s t 
be placed in t h e b a l a n c e a g a i n s t t h e 
s t a t e m e n t s of t h o s e who des i r e h i s 
downfa l l . If t h e r e a r e t h o s e who, 
i gno ran t of t h e q u e s t i o n s a t i s sue , 
h e s i t a t e u n d e r t h e i n f l u e n c e of f a l s e 
s t a t e m e n t s , t h e i r d o u b t can ex i s t only 
unt i l such t i m e a s T r u t h b r e a k s down 
t h e b a r r i e r s of c a l u m n y and mis rep-
r e s e n t a t i o n and a p p e a r s t o confound 
its e n e m i e s . And t h o s e who a r e fa-
mi l ia r with t h e p a s t — w h o know t h e 
f ac t s , but , t h r o u g h h a t r e d o r f r e n z y , 
seek t o b u r y t h e m — m u s t , wi th t h e 
p a s s i n g of pas s ion and e x c i t e m e n t , 
a l though t h e r e is no publ ic con fe s s ion 
or c h a n g e of hos t i l e a t t i t ude , a cknowl -
edge t h e t r u t h u n t o t h e m s e l v e s — t h e 
s a m e t ru th which th rough it al l it w a s 
imposs ib le for t h e i r consc i ences t o 
deny . 

To procla im a c r i m e a m e r i t o r i o u s 
a c t — t o a s s e r t t h a t i t is j u s t , a n d s im-
ply on such a s s e r t i o n r e c l o t h e ac-
t ions wi th the v e r s i o n s of t hose w h o s e 
al l is s t a k e d on t h e c r i m e go ing un-
pun i shed o r be ing a t t r i b u t e d to some 

: o n e else—is bu t to w e a k e n t h e founda-
| t ion of soph i s t i ca l r e a s o n i n g and has -
ten t h e topp l ing of t h e t e m p l e of fa lse-
hood. T h e c r i m e r e m a i n s the c r i m e 
a s m u c h a s t h e t r u t h r e m a i n s t h e 
t ru th . • ' •< 

T h e g r e a t e r t h e endeavors'""of mal-; 
c o n t e n t s and s l a n d e r e r s , t h e g r e a t e r 
t h e recoi l and t h e i r conseqdetft- con , 
fus ion . T h e i r a t t e m p t s t o d e f a m e p rove 
t h e b o o m e r a n g s t h a t s t r i k e t h e m 
down. 
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Military Services of General Reyes. 
A m o n g t h e mi l i t a ry men of Mexico 

few have p layed a more ac t ive and 
p r o m i n e n t p a r t t h a n Gen. B e r n a r d o 
Reyes , G o v e - n c r ot M i i v o Leon . 

His c a r e e r is a p a r t of t h e h i s to ry 
of the Republ ic . H i s oppor tun i t i e s and 
a c h i e v e m e n t s a r e recorded . T h e f a c t s 
s t a n d and can no t be c h a n g e d . 

But l ike e v e r y o t h e r publ ic m a n of 
p r o m i n e n c e , Gen. R e y e s h a s his de-
t r ac to r s . In Mexico, a s in e v e r y coun-
try of Repub l i can g o v e r n m e n t , t h e 
p r e s s is used a s t h e p r inc ipa l a v e n u e 
of a t t a c k on publ ic men . It is only 
n a t u r a l , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t t h e r e a r e n e w s 
p a p e r m e n — o r . a t least , a l leged news-
p a p e r m e n — a c t i n g u n d e r t h e inf luence 
of pe r sona l sp i t e o r j ea lousy , o r a s 
a g e n t s for o t h e r s (inspired by similai 
f ee l ings , bold and i m p u d e n t enough 
to assa i l h im. I t is such w r i t e r s whc 
s e e k to be t i t t l e Gen. Reyes ' mi l i ta ry 
c a r e e r a n d i m p e a c h h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
a s Gove rno r of Nuevo Leon. 

In so f a r a s B e r n a r d o Reyes , t h e 
soldier , is c o n c e r n e d , t h e r e is bu t need 
to r e f e r t o Mexico 's h i s to ry f o r t h e 
f ac t s . 

It was a s a boy t h a t Gen. Reyes 
e n t e r e d on his mi l i t a ry ca ree r . When 
he joined t h e Republ ican forces in 
the W a r of t h e In t e rven t ion he was 
but 16 y e a r s of age . F r o m t h e begin-
n ing to t h e end of t h a t pa t r io t i c s t r u g 
gle, t h rough t h e d a r k h o u r s when the 

.he roes of Mexico bravely waged un-
equal w a r a g a i n s t the Imper i a l and 
F r e n c h a r m i e s , B e r n a r d o Reyes , t h e 
y o u t h f u l soldier , was to be f o u n d in 
t h e I n d e p e n d e n t a r m y , f i gh t ing in the 
S t a t e s of Z a c a t e c a s and J a l i s c o a n d 
pa r t i c ipa t i ng in t h e e n g a g e m e n t s of 
Calvil lo and Vil la Nueva . L a t e r , hav-

ing been p r o m o t e d f r o m Second to 
F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t of Cava l ry , h e as-
s i s ted in t h e bloody c a p t u r e of Zam-
ora, and then , with t h e W e s t e r n f o r c e s , 
to which h e be longed, moved a g a i n s t 
Quere t a ro . In t h e l a t t e r m e m o r a b l e 
e n g a g e m e n t he w a s wounded in a 
hand-to-hand f ight . 

T h e f o r t u n e s of war n e x t led h im 
to b e c o m e a t t a c h e d t o a c o l u m n of 
Caval ry , which , o b s e r v i n g t h e move-
m e n t s of Marquez , con t r i bu t ed to t h e 
victory a g a i n s t t h e L i e u t e n a n t of t h e 
Imper ia l a r m y , in t h e e n g a g e m e n t of 
San Lorenzo . In t h i s e n g a g e m e n t 
Lieut . R e y e s r ece ived a b a y o n e t 
wound, b u t n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g h i s i n j u r y 
he took p a r t in t h e beg inn ing of t h e 
i i ege of Mexico. H e r e t u r n e d to Que-
•etaro a t t h e c lose of t h e so cal led 
D r a m a of t h e E m p i r e . " 

T h e Republ ic t r i u m p h a n t , t h e ser-
/ i ces of the t h e n Lieu t . Reyes w e r e 
nex t cal led f o r in S ina loa—in t h e yea r 
1868—where a rebel l ion a g a i n s t t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t was in p rog re s s . H i s 
c a m p a i g n i n g t h e r e ex t ended into 1869, 
and t h e fo l lowing y e a r he was s e n t 
to Z a c a t e c a s and T a m a u l i p a s on a 
s imi lar miss ion . Fo r h i s b rave ry and 
success in t h e l a t t e r se rv ice he was 
p romoted to t h e r a n k of Capta in . 

N e a r t h e end of t h e c a m p a i g n in 
Z a c a t e c a s t h e young L i e u t e n a n t , t hen 
but 20 y e a r s of age, received a t h i r d 
wound iih a hand- to-hand e n c o u n t e r . 
In t h e que l l ing of the Z a c a t e c a s trou-
ble he d i s t i ngu i shed himsel f in a bril-
l iant m a n n e r , not only by f r e q u e n t 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s of his well k n o w n 
b rave ry , bu t a lso in h i s abi l i ty a s a 
s t r a t e g i s t . A no t ab l e i n s t a n c e of t h i s 
was t h e sav ing of an a m m u n i t i o n t r a i n 

,of t h e t roop to w h i c h h e be longed 



f r c m fa l l ing in to t h e h a n d s of a 
p o w e r f u l f o r ce of t h e enemy. 

In 1873, a t Mojomera, a f t e r vanquish-
i n g n u m e r o u s h o r d e s of Indians , head-
ed by t h e s a v a g e c h i e f t a n Lozoda, he 
w a s e l eva ted to t h e posi t ion of Pla-
toon C o m m a n d e r . 

T h e na t i on to which the s e r v i c e s of 
B e r n a r d o R e y e s we re consec ra t ed 
n e x t gave recogni t ion of h i s m i l i t a r y 
abi l i ty d u r i n g t h e c a m p a i g n of Tepic . 
W h i l e in t h e field a s Pla toon Com-
m a n d e r h e w a s m a d e h o n o r a r y Lieu-
t e n a n t Colonel . In o n e of t h e m a n y 
e n g a g e m e n t s in which h e pa r t i c ipa t ed 
in Tepic , a t S a n t i a g o Ixcu in t la , h e w a s 
filed on a t a r m ' s l eng th , and , a l t h o u g h 
wounded , he rou t ed m a n y of t h e ene-
my in a l m o s t hand- to-hand c o m b a t . 

At t h a t t i m e h i s n a m e was t h e w a r 
c r y of t h e so ld ie rs . T h a t the i r admi-
r a t i on w a s g i v e n to a m a n of g r e a t 
c h a r a c t e r , r e so lu t ion and p u r p o s e was 
d e m o n s t r a t e d by a n o c c u r r e n c e in 
connec t ion wi th a r e t r e a t of t h e Gov-
e r n m e n t t roops . T h e r e t r e a t was ar-
ranged at a counci l of war, bu t Col. 
R e y e s could no t b r i n g himsel f to a g r e e 
to it. Accord ing ly he r e q u e s t e d and 
ob t a ined c o n s e n t to w i t h d r a w f r o m 
t h e c o m m a n d of t h e t roops u n d e r him. 
T h e f o r c e s a l luded to r e t u r n e d to Te-
pic, and Col. Reyes , a f t e r first ga in ing 
a v ic to ry o v e r t h e e n e m y by a s a b r e 
c h a r g e , r e t u r n e d wi th t h e m a t the 
h e a d of an a d v a n c c br igade . 

Fo l lowing t h e Tep ic c ampa ign t h e 
young L i e u t e n a n t Colonel w a s sen t 
wi th a d e t a c h m e n t of cava l ry to the 
a id of Sma loa , in which S t a t e the sec-
ond Gene ra l in c o m m a n d of the Rev-
o l u t i o n a r y a r m y , D o r n t o Gue r r a , was 
m a k i n g war . H e comple te ly routed 
t h e r evo lu t ion i s t s a t T a m i a p a in 1876, 
and f o r t h a t d i s t ingu i shed v ic tory , in 
which t h e n u m b e r of p r i s o n e r s cap-
t u r e d was g r e a t e r t han t h e t roops he 

c o m m a n d e d , he was r ecommended for 
p r o m o t i o n . 

A b o u t tha t t i m e t h e G o v e r n m e n t of 
S e n o r Le rdo w a s t e r m i n a t e d by the 
s u c c e s s of the revolu t ion headed by 
Gen . Por f i r io Diaz. Gen. Diaz w a s 
e l ec t ed P r e s i d e n t of t h e Republ ic , a n d 
o n e of his first a c t s as Chief Execu-
t ive w a s to call to h i s s ide t h e mili-
t a r y men who had honorab ly fa l len 
wi th t h e f o r m e r G o v e r n m e n t . A m o n g 
t h e m was Col. Reyes , w h o s e r a n k a s 
Colonel was immed ia t e ly conf i rmed by 
Gen. Diaz. Fo l lowing th i s t h e Pres i -
d e n t g a v e t h e y o u n g o f f i ce r s eve ra l 
spec ia l c o m m i s s i o n s t o execu te , and 
t h e p r o m p t n e s s a n d s u c c e s s wi th 
w h i c h they w e r e c a r r i e d ou t won h im 
t h e r a n k of Colonel in t h e r e g u l a r 
a r m y . 

Col. R e y e s n e x t s aw ac t ive s e rv i ce 
ir. t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t of t h e Republ ic , 
and a t t h e S i e r r a d e la H u a s t e c a , 
que l l ing upr i s ings . F r o m t h e r e he 
wen t to S ina loa a g a i n s t ex-Gen. Rami-
r e z Te r ron , Where, a m o n g o t h e r en-
g a g e m e n t s . t h e r e o c c u r r r e d t h a t of 
Villa Union, c lassed in m i l i t a r y an-
na l s a s a b r i l l i an t f e a t of a r m s . In 
th i s e n g a g e m e n t Col. Reyes had two 
h o r s e s sho t f rom u n d e r h im and re-
ceived t w o se r ious wounds . Notwi th-
s t a n d i n g his pa in fu l i n juu r i e s he 
m o u n t e d a th i rd hor se , and , l e ad ing 
his men in a g a l l a n t cha rge , put t h e 
e n e m y , m a d e up of i n fan t ry , c a v a l r y 
a n d a r t i l l e ry , comple te ly to rou t . 
T h i s was accompl i shed in face of t h e 
f ac t t h a t t h e e n e m y had all the ad-
v a n t a g e s of posi t ion and n u m b e r e d 
ful ly t h r e e t i m e s t h e fo rce he com-
m a n d e d , fully one-half of his t roops 
h a v i n g been killed o r wounded dur-
ing t h e bat t le . T h i s e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
t r i u m p h w a s so h igh ly app rec i a t ed by 
t h e S u p r e m e G o v e r n m e n t t h a t Ber-
n a r d o Reyes was a t once advanced 

t W o p laces h i g h e r in mi l i t a ry r a n k , 
be ing c o m m i s s i o n e d a Br igad ie r Gen-
e r a | 

Fo l lowing h i s r e t u r n f r o m Sina loa 
Gen Reyes w a s g iven c o m m a n d of 
t h e F i r s t Mi l i t a ry Zone. H e subse-
quent ly s t a r t e d an ac t ive campa ign 
a g a i n s t t h e Apaches in Sonora . and 
wi th the c o n s e n t of t h e G o v e r n m e n t , 
a r r a n g e d some g r a v e local d i f f icu l t ies 
in t h a t S t a t e . H e t h e n took c o m m a n d 
of t h e Sixth Mil i tary Zone wi th head-
q u a r t e r s a t San Luis Potos i . F rom 
t h e r e h e w a s s e n t t o t h e N o r t h e r n 
f ron t i e r , w h e r e he a l so s a t i s f a c t o r i l y 
a d j u s t e d s o m e pol i t ical d i f f icul t ies . 
H e ended h i s w o r k by gene rous ly par-
k i n g h u n d r e d s of men w h o s u r r e n -
dered to h im uncondi t iona l ly in Mon-
t e r ey . D e c e m b e r 1, 1885. and who had 
r idd led his c lo thes wi th bu l l e t s and 
ki l l led five so ld ie r s w h o accompan ied 
h l m . shoo t ing a t a d i s t a n c e of only 
siv m e t e r s . Fo l lowing th i s he sub ju -
ga ted i n n u m e r a b l e g a n g s of auspi-
c ious c h a r a c t e r s , t he reby b r i n g i n g 
peace to t h e F r o n t i e r S t a t e s . 

Gen. R e y e s ' nex t mi l i t a ry achieve-
m e n t was to i n t e rvene , in 1893, w i th 
t h e consen t of the Fede ra l G o v e r n - , 
m e a t , in a mos t eff ic ient and benef i - . 
cial m a n n e r , in local t r o u b l e w h i c h j 
d i s tu rbed t h e S t a t e of Coahui la . T h e 
t r oub l e was t e r m i n a t e d by h i s in ter-
vent ion , t hose who had r a i s ed t h e flag 
o f rebel l ion s u r r e n d e r i n g the i r a r m s 

h a s been s t a t e d , t h e s e f a c t s con-
c e r n i n g t h e mi l i t a ry c a r e e r of Gen-
R e y e s a r e a pa r t of t h e h i s to ry of Re-
publ ican Mexico. They s t a n d in com^ 
p l e t e r e f u t a t i o n of t h e s t a t e m e n t s o 
t h o s e w h o e n d e a v o r to m a k e l ight or 
t h e mi l i t a ry s e rv i ce s of Gen. R e y e s 
to h i s Na t ion . It w a s b e c a u s e o his 
unusua l abi l i ty a long mi l i t a ry l ines 
t h a t C-en. Reyes , in 1900, w a s cal led 

upon by P r e s i d e n t Diaz to take the 
office of Min i s t e r of W a r . W h i l e 
s e rv ing in t h a t d i s t i ngu i shed capac i ty , 
•vith the a p p r o v a l of t h e Chief Execu-
t e , he issued c e r t a i n well d i r ec ted 
o r d e r s looking to t h e e n d i n g of t h e 
civi l izing w a r s in Sonora and Yuca-
t an . And, as Minis te r of War, he at-
t r ac t ed to Mexico t h e a t t e n t i o n of the 
en t i r e civilized wor ld by r a i s i ng t h e 
s t andard of t h e Mexican a r m y , by 
a w a k e n i n g p a t r i o t i s m among the 
y o u t h of Mexico, and by g r a s p i n g with 
the h a n d of a m a s t e r eve ry opportu-
nity to e n h a n c e t h e m i l i t a r y s t r e n g t h 
end c o n s e q u e n t s t a n d i n g of t h e Mexi-
can Republ ic . 

I n t h e s a m e y e a r t h a t h e was cal led 
t o Mexico City t o b e c o m e Minis te r of * 
W a r Gen. Reyes , o n t h e e v e of com-
p le t ing 20 y e a r s of f a i t h f u l s e rv i ce a s 

I ft B r igad ie r Genera l , was p romoted to 
| t h e h igh off ice of Gene ra l of Division. 

In t h i s p romot ion B e r n a r d o Reyes , t h e 
se l f -denying , b r a v e and pa t r io t i c sol-

! d ie r of t h e Na t ion , r e a c h e d t h e a p e x 
I of a g lor ious mi l i t a ry c a r e e r . W h e n 
' h e r e s igned «6 Min i s t e r of W a r , n e a r 
I the end of 1902. he also p re sen t ed h i s 
' r e s igna t ion a s Genera l of Division, but 

this r e s igna t ion of a pos i t ion s e c u r e d 
bv a l i fe- t ime of e f f ic ient s e rv i ce waa 
not accep ted by t h e P r e s i d e n t of t h e 
Republ ic , e v e r a d i s ce rne r of jus t i ce . 

T h e e f f o r t s of t h e m a l c o n t e n t news-
p a p e r w r i t e r s to be l i t t l e t h e mi l i t a ry 
a c h i e v e m e n t s of Gen. R e y e s - a c h i e v e ^ 
d e n t s which s t a n d for a l i fe devo ted 
t o t h e s e r v i c e of h i s c o u n t r y - e n g e n -
der only a f ee l ing of o o n t e m p t To 
p l ace t h e i r a n t e c e d e n t s in t h e b a l a n c e 
a g a i n s t h i s a n t e c e d e n t s , t h e i r p re t en -
t i o n s a g a i n s t h i s a o o o m p l ^ h m e n t a . 
would s e r v e to show how tar a b o . e 
t h e m t o w e r s t h e m a n they a s . a l ^ 
f r o m w h a t d e p t h , t hey cry o u t a g a i n * 

• him. 
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Administration of Gen. Reyes in Nuevo Leon. 
Gen. Reyes , d iv id ing h i s mi l i t a ry g u a r a n t e e d , whose laws e n c o u r a g e in-

and pol i t ical du t i e s , w a s in t h e y e a r d u s t r y and c o m m e r c e , and whose peo-
1885 n a m e a by t h e S e n a t e P r o v i s i o n a l : pie a r e a w a k e to t h e voice 01 P r o g r e s s . 
G o v e r n o r of N u e v o Leon . Fo l lowing • Wi th t h e open ing of t h e R e y e s ad-
t h e ac t ion of t h e Sena t e , h e was duly I m i n i s t r a t i o n h a r m o n y of i n t e r e s t s was 
e lec ted Gove rno r by t h e people of t h e 
S ta t e , a n d success ive ly re-elected up 
to t h e p r e s e n t t ime , holcung t h e of-
fice con t inuous ly wi th t . i e excep t ion 
o i t h e two y e a r s h e was in Mexico 
City a s Min i s t e r of W a r . D u r i n g t h o s e 
two y e a r s h e n e v e r f o r a m o m e n t lost 
i n t e r e s t in t h e a f f a i r s of t h e S ta te . 
W h e n h e w e n t t o t h e Na t iona l cap i t a l 
t<. t a k e the h igh off ice c o n f e r r e d on 
him by t h e P r e s i d e n t , it w a s wi th t h e 
f o r m a l a u t h o r i z a t i o n of t h e Legisla-
t u r e of Nuevo Leon . 

T h e a p p a r e n t l y consc ience le s s wri t 
e r s r e f e r r e d to, s h u t t i n g t h e i r e y e s to 

e s t ab l i shed b e t w e e n t h e peop le of t h e 
S t a t e a s well a s b e t w e e n t h e Govern-
m e n t and t h e gove rned . T h e r i g h t s 
of e v e r y m a n we re e s t ab l i shed and 
a s s u r e d , a n d a n e r a of peace , p r o g r e s s 
and p r o s p e r i t y began . 

T h e finances of a S t a t e c o n s t i t u t e 
one o i t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t b r a n c h e s 
jf g o v e r n m e n t , and to t h e finances of 
Nuevo Leon Gen. R e y e s t u r n e d h i s 
Attention e a r l y in his c a r e e r a s Gov-
i r n o r . T h e lowes t poss ib le t axes we re 
.n i fo rmly placed in e f f e c t a n d main-
l i n e d , and today t h e equa l of t h e sys-
em of t a x a t i o n in N u e v o Leon can 

t h e t r u t h which c o n f r o n t s them on | not be f o u n d in a n y o t h e r S t a t e of t h e 
eve ry h a n d , d e c l a r e t h a t t h e admin i s -
t r a t i o n of Gen. R e y e s a s Gove rno r o i 
Nuevo Leon h a s b e e n w i t h o u t bene-
ficial r esu l t s , a n d t h a t h i s ru le h a s 
been t h a t of a t y r a n t , h a m p e r i n g t h e 
i n t e r e s t s of t hose h e governs . 

H i s to ry a g a i n o p e n s i te pages to re-
veal t h e t r u t h . 

T h a t p o r t i o n dea l ing wi th Nuevo 
Leon p r i o r t o t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of 
Gen. Reyes s h o w s a S t a t e where s e 
cu r i t y w a s u n k n o w n , divided by poli t 
ical d i f f e r e n c e s , t h e G o v e r n m e n t d! 
vo i ced f r o m t h e g o v e r n e d , with ele-
m e n t s s c a t t e r e d a n d de j ec t ed , its en-
e rg ie s pa ra lyzed and i ts f o u n t a i n s of 
r i ches c losed. But a l m o s t f r o m the 
t i m e Gen. R e y e s took up t h e re ins of 
g o v e r n m e n t h i s to ry d isc loses a vas t ly 
d i f f e r e n t p ic tu re . I t is t h a t of a new 
N u e v o Leon, a r e g e n e r a t e d S t a t e 
w h e r e p e a c e a n d i ts b l e s s ings reign, 
w h e r e l i f e and p e r s o n a l i n t e r e s t s a re 

Mexican F e d e r a t i o n . T h e T r e a s u r y 
D e p a r t m e n t was placed on a s t r i c t ly 
ous iness bas is , a n d in a s h o r t t ime 
.he S t a t e r ece ip t s i nc rea sed to such 
a n e x t e n t a s to e n a b l e t h e Govern-
m e n t to m e e t al l e x p e n s e s and accom-
plish g r e a t b e t t e r m e n t s — b e t t e r m e n t s 
which had not b e e n even d r e a m e d of 
oy t h e off ic ia ls of p r ev ious admin i s -
t r a t ions . 

T h e munic ipa l t a x e s , which , when 
J e n . Reyes b e c a m e Governor , va r ied 
with each munic ipa l i ty , b e i n g es tab-
lished t h r o u g h special r e g u l a t i o n s for 
each case , were m a d e un i fo rm with-
ou t -de lay , and gene ra l l aws g o v e r n i n g 
munic ipa l t axa t ion , e f f e c t i v e t h rough-
out t h e S t a t e , w e r e f r a m e d a n d is-
sued. 

To go into de ta i l s r e l a t i ve t o t h e 
c h a n g e s accompl i shed by Gen. Reyes 
in th i s b r a n c h of the G o v e r n m e n t 
would be to cover u n n e c e s s a r y 



ground . I t is suff ice t o g i v e c e r t a i i 
figures which speak e loquen t ly of t h t 
bene f i t s a c c r u i n g to t h e peop le of the 
S t a t e unde r his a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

In 1885, w h e n Gen. R e y e s t o o t 
c h a r g e of t h e G o v e r n m e n t , t h e e s t ! 
m a t e d r e v e n u e of t h e S t a t e was $92,-
000, a n d it had been n e c e s s a r y f o r the 
p r eced ing a d m i n i s t r a t i o n to col lec t an 
add i t iona l $16,000 in t axes to cover a 
defici t in expenses . 

T w o yea r s l a t e r t h e r e v e n u e of the 
S t a t e had doubled, by v i r t u e of which 
f ac t it w a s poss ib le t o i n c r e a s e t h e 
fo rce in the b r a n c h of P u b l i c Ins t ruc -
t ion , apply more t h a n $50,000 to t h e 
b e t t e r m e n t of M o n t e r e y and l eave a 
cash s u r p l u s of $20,000 in t h e Treas -
ury. 

In the y e a r 1891 f r o m $92,000 t h e 
r e c e i p t s of t h e S t a t e r e a c h e d t h e s u m 
of $220,000. D u r i n g t h a t y e a r s o m e 
t a x e s we re lowered wh i l e o t h e r s w e r e 
abo l i shed . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e f a c t 
t h a t no t ab l e b e t t e r m e n t s w e r e m a d e 
in var ious S t a t e b r a n c h e s , and a l a rge 
a m o u n t expended in publ ic improve-
m e n t s , t h e s u r p l u s cash o n h a n d 
a m o u n t e d to $30,000. 

In 1895 the S t a t e r e c e i p t s w e r e s t i l l 
f u r t h e r i nc r ea sed , a n d t h e e x c e s s cash 
o r h a n d in t h e T r e a s u r y r e a c h e d t h e 
s u m of $70,000. 

Dur ing t h e f o u r y e a r s fo l lowing, 
t e r m i n a t i n g wi th 1899, t h e financial 
b r anch of t h e S t a t e G o v e r n m e n t w a s 
firmly e s t ab l i shed o n a s a f e bas i s , ad-
d i t ions w e r e m a d e to al l t h e publ ic 
se rv ices of t h e S t a t e , and it w a s pos-
s ible to d e v o t e to publ ic improve-
m e n t s $1.35,000 out of t h e cash in t h e 
T r e a s u r y . 

T h e t axes , t h r o u g h which t h e s e ben-
ef i t s and b e t t e r m e n t s w e r e accom-
pl ished, we re no t ra i sed , t h e a v e r a g e 
pe r cap i ta t a x a t i o n be ing e s t i m a t e d a t 
65y2 c e n t s . 

At the beg inn ing of the R e y e s ad-
ministration. in 1885, few ci t ies of 
•Juevo Leon even cove red t h e i r ex-
lenses. Monterey , the capi ta l and c i ty 
f by f a r the g r e a t e s t r e v e n u e , o w e d 

rven its school t e a c h e r s t h e i r s a l a r i e s 
o r no less t h a n fou r m o n t h s . 

By 1887, two y e a r s l a t e r , t h e re-
;eipts and d i s b u r s e m e n t s of t h e vari-
)us c i t ies had not only a d j u s t e d t hem-
selves, bu t ut was possible , by v i r t u e 
)f su rp lus rece ip ts , t o add m a t e r i a l l y 
to the Publ ic I n s t r u c t i o n f u n d . 

In 1890 the r ece ip t s of t h e va r ious 
c i t ies of t h e S t a t e a m o u n t e d 
to $605,000. 

T h e d i s b u r s e m e n t s in t h e s a m e y e a r 
amoun ted to $548,000. 

Resu l t ing in a s u r p l u s o f . . . $57,000. 
In 1895 t h e a n n u a l r ece ip t s w e r e 

increased to $1,475,000. 
T h e d i s b u r s e m e n t s we re i nc rea sed 

$1,444,000. 
In 1895 the gene ra l r e su l t w a s as 

fo l lows: 
Rece ip t s $1,893,000. 
D i s b u r s e m e n t s $1,871,000. 
T h e add i t ions to t h e e x p e n s e s rep-

resen ted i m p r o v e m e n t s in al l t h e 
c i t ies of t h e S t a t e . 

Such f igu res proc la im the excel-
lency, c o r r e c t n e s s and m o r a l i t y of an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n f a r b e t t e r t h a n w o r d s 
of p ra i se . 

This sp lend id condi t ion of a f f a i r s 
in Nuevo Leon wes r e a c h e d wi thou t 
nego t i a t ing loans or i n c r e a s i n g taxes . 

Dur ing one c a l a m i t o u s per iod of 
d r o u t h Gen. Reyes i n f o r m e d t h e Cham-
be r of Commerce , m a d e up of m e n 
f rom the va r ious w a l k s of c o m m e r c i a l 
l ife, t h a t some of t h e t a x e s m i g h t be 
lowered, i n a s m u c h as t h e r e exis ted 
s u r p l u s cash which had b e e n in tended 
f o r public b e t t e r m e n t s . T h e n a m o s t 

j r e m a r k a b l e th ing h a p p e n e d , in i tself 
a h igh c o m p l i m e n t to t h e admin i s t r a -

t ion of Gen. R e y e s . T h e t a x p a y e r s o f ' 
t h e S t a t e dec l a r ed t h e m s e l v e s a s 
against , a r educ t i on in t axes , on t h e j 
g r o u n d t h a t t h e t a x e s w e r e a l r e a d y . 
lew enough and t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s be- ! 
ing m a d e of g r e a t benef i t t o t h e Com-
m o n w e a l t h . 

E v e r y o t h e r b r a n c h of G o v e r n m e n t 
was j u s t a s keen ly looked a f t e r by 
Gen. Reyes , f r o m t h e t i m e h e a s s u m e d 
c h a r g e of t h e S t a t e a f f a i r s in 1885. 
T h e m a c h i n e r y of J u s t i c e w a s p laced 
in p e r f e c t condition., and w o r k in t h a t 
D e p a r t m e n t p u s h e d a s r a p i d l y a s pos-
s ible . 

S t a t i s t i c s s h o w t h a t in 1885 t h e 
S u p r e m e C o u r t d i sposed of 330 civil 
and c r imina l cases , and t h e l ower 
C o u r t s 1,100 cases . In 1899 t h e h i g h e r 
T r i b u n a l s d i sposed of 1.250 ca se s and | 
t h e lower C o u r t s 3,200 cases . 

T h e l a w s of the S t a t e , which a t the 
beg inn ing of t h e R e y e s a d m i n i s t r a -
tion covered only t h e per iod of 1862 to 
1882, inclusive, w e r e u n d e r h i s ad-
m i n i s t r a t i o n compiled f o r t h e per iod 
e x t e n d i n g f r o m 1824 to 1830, and f r o m 
1883 con t inuous ly to da te . T h e s e r i e s 
of v o l u m e s r e p r e s e n t i n g t h i s i m p o r t a n t 
a n d l abo r ious work we re pub l i shed . 

T h e codes of b o t h civil and pena l 
b r a n c h e s , a s well a s t hose r e g u l a t i n g 
legal p r o c e d u r e in Cour t s , w e r e sub-
jec ted t o t h o r o u g h e x a m i n a t i o n , and 
by a r d u o u s work we re r e f o r m e d to 
meet, the d e m a n d s of p rog re s s . L a w s 
we re dssued g o v e r n i n g the o rgan iza -
t ion of T r i b u n a l s , and a d d i t i o n a l 
Cour t s w e r e e s t ab l i shed in o r a e r to 
f a c i l i t a t e t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of jus -
t ice. Dur ing t h e pe r .od u n d e r con-
s idera t ion n o t a s ing le accusa t ion was 
e v e r m a d e a g a i n s t a m e m b e r of t h e 
Jud ic ia l D e p a r t m e n t . T h e m o s t s e v e r e 
m o r a l s and the g r e a t e s t poss ib le judi-
cial d i s p a t c h hajs c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h i s 

b r anch u n d e r t h e R e y e s admin i s t r a -
t ion. 

Of t h e ma te r i a l work accompl i shed 
by Gen. R e y e s in connec t ion with t h e 
D e p a r t m e n t of Jus t i ce , the m a s s i v e 
s tone S t a t e P e n i t e n t i a r y s t a n d s as an 
e v e r l a s t i n g m o n u m e n t -

P u b l i c I n s t r u c t i o n — t h e g r e a t e s t 
power in the h a n d s of a sovere ign 
S t a t e for the e leva t ion of its people— 
was up to t h e t ime of t h e beg inn ing 
of t h e Reyes a d m i n i s t r a t i o n conduct-
ed a long a n c i e n t and i n a d e q u a t e l ines, 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g l audab le e f f o r t s on 
t h e p a r t of p r eced ing a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s 
t o revo lu t ion ize the s y s t e m . Lack of 
r e s o u r c e s caused it to l angu i sh to s u c h 
an e x t e n t t h a t t h e p r i m a r y schoo l s 
w e r e u n a b l e to s h o w m o r e t h a n a 
m i n i m u m a t t e n d a n c e , t h e p r e p a r a t o r y 
schools in c h a r g e of t h e S t a t e m a d e 
no p rogres s , and t h e p ro fe s s iona l 
schools of Medic ine and J u r i s p r u d e n c e 
lacked even su i t ab l e bu i ld ings for the 
n e c e s s a r y ins t ruc t ion . T h e N o r m a l 
School f o r the in s t ruc t ion of t e a c h e r s 
was conduc ted in t h e f o r m of a bi-
weekly class , t h e s t u d e n t s g a t h e r i n g 
in a ci ty school r o o m ; no s tep had 
been t a k e n look ing to the in s t ruc t ion 
of f e m a l e t e ache r s for t h e p r i m a r y 
g r a d e s . 

In t h i s b r a n c h of publ ic se rv ice a 
m a r v e l o u s c h a n g e was worked a l m o s t 
with t h e open ing of t h e Reyes ad-
min i s t r a t ion . T h e e n t i r e s y s t e m of Rulb-
lio I n s t r u c t i o n w a s revolu to in ized un-
de r t h e d i rec t ion of t h e S t a t e Ex-
ecut ive , t h e work of p rov id ing ade-
q u a t e fac i l i t i es was ait once com-
menced , and t h e p ro fe s s iona l courses 
we re t h r o w n open to t h e women of t h e 
S t a t e . I nc rea sed a t t e n d a n c e fol lowed 
f a s t on t h e hee l s of c h a n g e s and im-
p r o v e m e n t s , and by 1899 t h e p r i m a r y 

' school a t t e n d a n c e , which in 1885 w a s 
j 12,000, had doub led . Spec ia l e d u c a t i o n a l 



l aws , f r a m e d a long t h e m o s t m o d e r n 
l ines of Pub l i c I n s t r u c t i o n , w e r e pro-
mu lga t ed , and G o v e r n m e n t i n spec to r s 
w e r e de ta i led to s e e t h a t t h e l a w s we re 
compl ied wi th , i n s u r i n g u n i f o r m in-
s t ruc t i on t h r o u g h o u t t h e S t a t e . 

In 1885 t h e S t a t e of N u e v o Leon 
owned few bu i ld ings f o r schoo l pur-
poses , and t h e a p p r o p i a t i o n f o r p ro 
v id ing such bu i ld ings w a s e n t i r e l y in-
su f f i c i en t f o r m a t e r i a l p r o g r e s s in t h a i 
d i rec t ion . T w o y e a r s la te r , h o w e v e r , 
i t w a s poss ib le to a r r a n g e to a p p l j 
$100,000 yea r ly t o t h e n e e d s of Pub l i c 
In s t ruc t ion , and in 1895 it w a s pos-
s ib le t o i n c r e a s e th i s a p p r o p r i a t i o n to 
$127,000.By t h a t y e a r t h e pub l i c school 
p r o p e r t y , by r ea son of t h e e rec t ion 
of new and m o d e r n bu i ld ings a n d t h e i r 
e q u i p m e n t wi th s u i t a b l e Surnic i?e, 
r p e r e s e n t e d a v a l u e of $179,000. F o u r 
y e a r s l a t e r t h i s v a l u e h a d inc reased 
to $240,000, a n d t h e a n n u a l e x p e n s e s 
of i n s t r u c t i o n had r e a c h e d $140,000. 

T h e s e figures d e m o n s t r a t e t h e won-
d e r f u l p r o g r e s s m a d e by P u b l i c In-
s t r u c t i o n unde r t h e g u i d a n c e of Gen. 
Reyes , a n d t h e t h o u s a n d s of ch i ld ren 
d r i n k i n g t h e w a t e r s of t h e F o u n t a i n of 
K n o w l e d g e f o r m o n e of t h e mos t 
s t r i k i n g and impres s ive p i c tu r e s of h i s 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

¿Part icular a t t e n t i o n w a s g iven to 
t h e i m p r o v e m e n t and a d v a n c e m e n t of 
t h e N o r m a l b r a n c h of i n s t r u c t i o n , and 
ear ly in t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of Gen. 
R e y e s specia l q u a r t e r s , su i t ab ly equip-
ped, we re p rov ided f o r t e m p o r a r y use . 
F ina l ly a m a g n i f i c e n t bu i ld ing was 
c o n s t r u c t e d for exc lus ive use a s a 
N o r m a l School. F o r y e a r s t h e grad-
u a t e s of t h e Nuevo L e o n N o r m a l 
School have s p r e a d o v e r th i s and ad-
jo in ing S ta t e s . 

To the w o m e n of t h e midd le c lass , 
pa r t i cu l a r l y , t h e o p e n i n g of t h e a v e n u e 
of N o r m a l i n s t r u c t i o n p roved a n im-

measu rab l e boon. Up to that, t i m e t h e y 
,vere p rac t i ca l ly w i t h o u t m e a n s of 
h igher in te l lec tua l a d v a n c e m e n t , and 
deba r r ed f r o m p r o f e s s i o n a l pu r su i t s . 
vVith the R e y e s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n c a m e 
-he ex tens ion of N o r m a l i n s t r u c t i o n 
:o inc lude f e m a l e a s well a s m a l e 
s tuden ts , and p rov i s ions s i m i l a r to 
.hose m a d e for t h e male s t u d e n t s w e r e 
r .ade for t h e g i r l s and w o m e n propar -
ng t h e m s e l v e s f o r t h e w o r k of t each-

ers and for p ro fe s s iona l l i fe . 

G r a t i f y i n g r e s u l t s i m m e d i a t e l y fol-
lowed th i s innova t ion in P u b l i c In-
d u c t i o n . T h e f e m a l e t e a c h e r s , h o l d i n g 
p r i m a r y ce r t i f i ca t e s , p r o m p t l y s a t i s f i ed 
the exis t ing neces s i t y tor t h e p r o p a g a -
tion of p r i m a r y educa t ion . 

T h r o u g h th i s N o r m a l i n s t r u c t i o n t h e 
w o m a n of t h e midd le c l a s s w a s en-
abled to f i t h e r s e l f , n o t only for t h e 
: i ighest educa t iona l pos i t ions , b u t a lso 
for c o m m e r c i a l l ife and t h e t e l e g r a p h 
service. S h e w a s p r o m p t to t a k e ad-
. a n t a g e of t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f f e r e d 
for a d v a n c e m e n t , and s ince the open-
ing of t h e Reyes a d m i n i s t r a t i o n hun-
d reds of gir ls h a v e a n n u a l l y s t u d i e d 
en thus ias t i ca l ly in t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l 
c o u r s e s provided for t h e m . 

P r e p a r a t o r y in s t ruc t ion w a s a t t h e 
s t a r t given the neces sa ry p r o g r e s s i v e 
impulse , a n d rapidly e x t e n d e d -wi th 
the per fec t ion of t h e s y s t e m and t h e 
improvemen t of fac i l i t ies . In the y e a r 
1885 the va lue of p r o p e r t y be long ing 
to tha t b r a n c h of Pub l i c I n s t r u c t i o n 
was e s t ima ted a t $00,000. By r ea son of 
add i t i ons m a d e t o t h e Civil Col lege 
building, t h e p u r c h a s e of f u r n i t u r e , 
sc ient i f ic i n s t r u m e n t s a n d o t h e r ac-
cessor ies , t h e p r o p e r t y h a s m o r e t h a n 
doubled in value . 

In the Schools of Medic ine and 
J u r i s p r u d e n c e new a n d m o d e r n r u l e s 
and regu la t ions w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d , t h e i r 
b r anches of i n s t r u c t i o n en l a rged and 

a d e q u a t e bu i ld ings and faci l i t ies pro-
vided f o r t h e i r work . 

T h e C o m m i t t e of PubLic I n s t r u c t i o n , 
o v e r which t h e Gove rno r p res ides , w a s 
en t i r e ly r e o r g a n i z e d on a c o n v e n i e n t 
ba s i s for t h e s u p e r v i s i o n of t h a t im-
p o r t a n t work of t h e G o v e r n m e n t . 

"If Gen. Reyes , " i t h a s been sa id in 
w r i t i n g o n th i s s u b j e c t , " cou ld po in t 
t o no o t h e r a c c o m p l i s h m e n t than the 
r e f o r m a t i o n of t h e s y s t e m of Pub l i c 
I n s t r u c t i o n , w h e r e b y m o d e r n m e t h o d s 
we re in t roduced and Normal School 
a d v a n t a g e s p rov ided for people of 
b o t h s e x e s , he would, by r ea son of 
t h i s a l o n e , be en t i t l ed to t h e gra t i -
t u d e of both t h e p r e s e n t and f u t u r e 
g e n e r a t i o n s . " 

W i t h r e l a t ion t o S t a t e p r o g r e s s and 
gene ra l pub l i c i m p r o v e m e n t s t h e ad-
m i n i s t r a t i o n of Gen. R e y e s p r e s e n t s 
a n u n e q u a l e d r e c o r d . 

In t h e r e p o r t m a d e to C o n g r e s s in 
1885 by t h e p r e d e c e s s o r of Gen. R e y e s 
was t h e fo l l lowing: 

" C o m m e r c e . — O u r c o m m e r c e h a s 
b e e n m a t e r i a l l y d e c a y i n g . In all 
t o w n s of t h e S t a t e it is in a very af-
flicted cond i t ion . " 

" A g r f c u l u t u r e and S tock ra i s ing .— 
T h e s e t w o s o u r c e s of S t a t e w e a l t h a r e 
f o u n d in a m o r e l a m e n t a b l e condi t ion 
t h a n in p a s t y e a r s . " 

" I n d u s t r i e s . — T h e constant , compe-
t i t i o n of ou r n e i g h b o r R e p u b l i c h a s 
b r o u g h t i ndus t r i a l g r o w t h to a s t and-
s t i l l . " 

T h e s e q u o t a t i o n s f r o m t h e Govern-
m e n t report , show t h e l a m e n t a b l e con-
di t ion of a f f a i r s in the S t a t e of Nuevo 
Leon in 1885. At. t h a t t i m e t h e to ta l 
n u m b e r of m i n e s be ing exploi ted w a s 
25. Bu t s c a r c e l y h a d Gen. R e y e s en-
t e r e d u p o n h i s d u t i e s a s Chief Execu-
t ive w h e n t h e d e c a y i n g i n d u s t r y of 
m i n i n g w a s e x e m p t e d f r o m t a x a t i o n 
f o r a long per iod , w i th t h e r e s u l t t h a t 

it. a t once b e g a n to f lour i sh . In 1887, 
b u t t w o y e a r s l a t e r , t h e n u m b e r of 
mines be ing worked w a s 123, in 1891 
157 and in 1898 280. T h e cap i t a l rep-
r e s e n t e d in t h e w o r k i n g of t h e 25 
mines in 1885 w a s $98,000, and by 1898 
t h e i n v e s t m e n t in m i n i n g p r o p e r t y in 
Nuevo Leon amoun ted t o $7,500,000. 

T h r o u g h t h e agency of gene ra l laws , 
all i n d u s t r i e s e s t ab l i shed in the S t a t e 
were exempted f r o m t a x a t i o n for a 
period of s e v e n yea r s , and s imi la r ex-
empt ion w a s a l s o m a d e in t h e m a t t e r 
of uncu l t i va t ed ag r i cu l tu ra l l ands . 
All h o u s e s e r e c t e d in any c i ty of t h e 
S t a t e w e r e e x e m p t e d f r o m taxa i ton 
for a per iod of five yea r s , and in c a s e s 
of i m p o r t a n t bui ld ings th i s e x e m p t i o n 
was ex t ended t o cover p e r i o d s up to 
twen ty yea r s . 

i T h e s e beneficial and p r o g r e s s i v e 
laws caused men and cap i t a l to e n t e r 
into the work of upbu i ld ing N u e v o 
Leon. L ibera l concess ions , p rovided 
for unde r t h e s e laws , e n c o u r a g e d 
h e a v y i n v e s t m e n t s , and g r e a t num-
b e r s of l a b o r e r s we re ca l led f r o m 
every q u a r t e r t o do t h e b idd ing of cap-
ital. To t h e s e l abo re r s b e t t e r w a g e s 
were paid than ever b e f o r e in t h e his-
tory of t h e S ta t e , a n d t h e gene ra l 
p rosper i ty of t h e l abor ing c l a s ses w a s 
the reby a d v a n c e d . 

T h e i ndus t r i e s of t h e S t a t e , which 
in 1885 were r e p r e s e n t e d by fou r fac-
tories. mu l t ip l i ed a t a m a r v e l o u s r a t e , 
and wi th in a. few y e a r s 37 p r o s p e r o u s 
indus t r ia l c o n c e r n s w e r e in ac t ive op-
e ra t ion in N u e v o Leon, r e p r e s e n t i n g 
a n inves tment , of $22,000,000. As a 
na tu ra l r e s u l t of t h e i ndus t r i a l ac t iv -
ity t h e d e m a n d for p r o p e r t y i nc r ea sed , 
and i t s va lue c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y ad-
vanced . 

W i t h t h e r e g e n e r a t i o n of t h e S t a t e 
r a i lways and t e l e p h o n e l ines w e r e ex-



t e n d e d , t h e r e b y g i v i n g g r e a t e r im-
p e t u s to c o m m e r c i a l p r o g r e s s . A t the 
b e g i n n i n g of t h e R e y e s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

a pe r f ec t geog raph i ca l m a p of the 
S t a t e . T h i s is now a b o u t r eady for 
press , and r e p r e s e n t s six y e a r s o i 

t h e r e ex is ted b u t 10 k i l o m e t e r s of ; h a r d work by t h e Scient i f ic Commis-
s t r e e t r a i lway . T h i s w a s p rompt ly in-
c r e a s e d to 40 k i l o m e t e r s . T h e 250 
k i l o m e t e r s of t e l e p h o n e l ines in oper-
a t i o n in 1885 h a v e g r o w n unti l the net-
w o r k of c o m m u n i c a t i o n now repre-
s e n t s 3,000 k i l o m e t e r s . 

T h e e r e c t i o n of f a c t o r i e s con t inued , 
c o m m e r c e a d v a n c e d w i t h rapid s t r i d e s 
e n d t h o u s a n d s of w o r k m e n h a s t e n e d 
to p a r t i c i p a t e in N u e v o Leon ' s fes t i 
v a ' of w o r k . T h e d e c a d e n t Com-
m o n w e a l t h . w h o s e sad condi t ion was 
h e r a l d e d a b r o a d t h r o u g h t h e off icial 
G o v e r n m e n t r e p o r t of 1885, w a s t r ans -
fo rmed , a s t h o u g h by mi r acu lous 
p o w e r , i n t o a p r o s p e r o u s and progres-
s i v e S t a t e u n d e r a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
which c a l u m n i a t o r s d a r e to call ha rm-
f u l . 

S o m e idea of t h e g r e a t i nc rease in 
b u s i n e s s in N u e v o Leon may be gain-
ed by a c o m p a r i s o n of t h e r ece ip t s o i 
t h e S t a m p T a x off ices . In 1885 t h e 
to t a l r e c e i p t s a m o u n t e d to $80,000; in 
a c o m p a r a t i v e l y s h o r t t i m e they reach-
e d t h e s u m of $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 

T h e c e n s u s of the S t a t e in 1885 g a v e 
t h e p o p u l a t i o n a s 241,000: t en y e a r s 
l a t e r , in 1895, t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of 
N u e v o Leon n u m b e r e d 334,000. 

I t w a s Gen . R e y e s w h o ended t h e 
old b o u n d a r y q u e s t i o n , which had 
been t h e s o u r c e of m u c h s e r i o u s fric-
t ion b e t w e e n t h e S t a t e s of Coahu i l a 
e n d T a m a u i i p e s . H e a d d e d to t h e 
S t a t e of N u e v o Leon a s t r i p of land 
e x t e n d i n g t o t h e Rio G r a i d e , es tab-
l i sh ing a t t h e r i v e r t h e f r o n t i e r town 
of Co lombia . In t h i s connec t ion it 
may b e a p p r o p r i a t e l y s taved t h a t Gen. 
Reyes , a c t i n g in a c c o r d a n c e wi th t h e 
i n s t r u c t i o n s of t h e I n t e r i o r Depar t -
m e n t , a r r a n g e d f o r t h e pub l i ca t ion of 

sion de ta i led on t h i s miss ion. T h r o u g h 
t h i s work t h e S t a t e of Nuevo Leon 
will h a v e its b o u n d a r y l ines well 
m a r k e d . 

F r o m t h e ve ry day tha t Gen . R e y e s 
took up t h e r e in s of g o v e r n m e n t , the 
c o u r s e of Nuevo Leon h a s been for-
wa rd . His a d m i n i s t r a t i o n is a his-
to ry of p r o g r e s s : t h e r e h a s no t been 
o n e day of r e t r o g r e s s i o n . H e h a s 
g u a r a n t e e d all i n t e r e s t s , and h i s guar -
a n t e e h a s b rough t people of o t h e r 
S t a t e s and o t h e r N a t i o n s to live with-
in t h e b o u n d a r i e s of Nuevo Leon. 
And .still th i s is t h e man and t h e ad-
m i n i s t r a t i o n t h a t e n e m i e s of t h e i r 
S t a t e and t h e i r Na t ion s e e k to mis-
r e p r e s e n t . 

In a r e p o r t of Gen. R e y e s ' p redeces -
so r may be found the t o l l owing : 

" T h e financial condi t ion of the 
S t a t e gene ra l l y , a s well a s t h e finan-
cial condi t ion of t h e t owns wi th in i t s 
h e r d e r s , h a s p r e v e n t e d t h e c a r r y i n g 
ou t of m a n y c o n t e m p l a t e d be t te r -
m e n t s . " 

T h i s s t a t e m e n t was a t r u e p o r t r a y a l 
of condi t ions in 1885. bu t wi th t h e 
d a w n of t h e new e r a fo l lowing t h e ae 
cess ion of Gen. R e y e s t h e new Chief 
E x e c u t i v e took up the m a t t e r of pub-
lic b e t t e r m e n t s with t h e e n e r g y t h a t 
h a s c h a r a c t e r i z e d h i s a c t i o n s t h rough-
ou t h i s life. B e g i n n i n g with the com-
ple t ion of t h e Munic ipal P a l a c e of 
Monte rey and t h e M o n t e r e y M a r k e t 
House , and t h e bu i ld ing of t h e J u a r e z 
br idge , h e ex tended h i s w o r k to t h e 
s m a l l e r t o w n s , w h e r e publ ic 'building* 
and school h o u s e s w e r e e r ec t ed , and 
w h e r e , a s in t h e capi ta l , p lazas , pub l i c 
g a r d e n s and h i g h w a y s w e r e p rov ided , 
x n e s e b e t t e r m e n t s w e r e fo l lowed b y 

t h e p a v i n g of t h e s t r e e t s of Monte rey 
and o t h e r p laces , t h e e rec t ion of nota-
ble publ ic bui ld ings , p r o m i n e n t a m o n g 
t h e m schools for h ighe r educa t i on , and 
t h e e rec t ion of m o n u m e n t a l edif ices 
euch a s t h e S t a t e P e n i t e n t i a r y and 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t Pa lace . All t h e s e im-
p r o v e m e n t s b o r e t e s t imony t o t h e 
flourishing condi t ion of t h e S t a t e , a s 
t h e y r e p r e s e n t e d an a g g r e g a t e expen-
d i t u r e of o v e r $2,000,000. 

And in t h e f a c e of th i s record of 
puhl ic good, of u n t i r i n g ene rgy for t h e 
w e l f a r e of t h e S ta t e , t h e s l a n d e r e r s of 
Gen. Reyes cry o u t t h a t hi« adminis-
t r a t i on h a s no t been benef ic ia l . 

T h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of Gen. R e y e s 
is a p a r t of t h e h i s t o r y of N u e v o 
L e o n ; i t f o r m s i t s m o s t br i l l iant 
pages . This h i s to ry i n i ne f f aceab l e . 

In t h e c o u r s e of h u m a n e v e n t s U 
m i g h t be p o s s i b l e for h o u r s of insecur-
i ty, in so f a r a s p e r s o n s and p rope r ty 
a re conce rned , t o r e t u r n t o Nuevo 
L e o n ; b u t t h e f a c t t h a t w r o n g d o i n g 
was pe r s i s t en t l y p r o s e c u t e d a n d guar -
a n t e e s s e c u r e d by t h e s t r i c t applica-
t ion of l aws for t h e s u p p r e s s i o n o i 
evil d u r i n g t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of C.en. 
R e y e e m u s t s t a n d a s a m a t t e r of rec-
o r d — a m o n u m e n t to t h e ef f ic iency o i 
fcis g o v e r n m e n t . 

It is wi th in t h e r a n g e of poss ib i l i ty 
t h a t a t i m e m i g h t c o m e w h a n the 
finances of t h e S t a t e would be a g a i n 
exhaus t ed , and t h e T r e a s u r y Depar t -
m e n t r e l apse in to i ts f o r m e r impov-
e r i s h e d condi t ion. Bu t S t a t e h i s to ry 
wou ld s t i l l t e l l of t h a t period of 
a b u n d a n c e , d u r i n g which t h e Treas-
u ry , a f t e r s a t i s f y i n g all t h e n e e d s of 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t , which b e c a m e m o r e 
c o m p l e x a s t h e S t a t e p r o g r e s s e d , dis-
t r i b u t e d t h e excess wea l th by m a k i n g 
pub l i c i m p r o v e m e n t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

C o m m o n w e a l t h . And no less would 
S t a t e h i s t o r y tell t h a t t h e per iod of 
a b u n d a n c e w a s d u e to t h e b e n e f i c e n t 
and bus iness- l ike r u l e o i Gen. Ber-
n a r d o Reyes . 

H u m a n a g e n c i e s m i g h t re -es tab l i sh 
t h e a n c i e n t s y s t e m of juduic ia l pro-

¡oedure , modi fy laws in a r e a c t i o n a r y 
m a n n e r and d i s p e n s e wi th Pen i t ea -

' t i a r y r e g u l a t i o n s ; bu t t h e record o i 
j the p r e s e n t a c t i v i t y in judic ia l a f f a i r s , 
' t h e p r o g r e s s i v e r e f o r m s m a d e in t h e 
laws , t h e P e n i t e n t i a r y r egu la t i ons and 
t h e P e n i t e n t i a r y i tself , would , unde* 
iruch c a l a m i t o u s c i r c u m s t a n c e s , an-
n o u n c e t o t h e world t h a t unde r tih® 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of Gen. Reyes t h e peo-
ple of N u e v o Leon en joyed ideal lawa 
and j u s t and p rog re s s ive judicia l pro-
cedu re s . 

T h e p r e s e n t e f f ic ient sy s t em of Pub-
¡ic I n s t r u c t i o n m i g h t be de s t royed , 
the school h o u s e s empt i ed of the i r p u 
pils, t h e t e a c h e r s l e f t unpa id , t h e pro-
fess ional ins t ruc t ion of women done 
a w a y with, t h e schools and col leges 
conf i sca ted and used f o r o t h e r pur-
p o s e s : bu t t h a t u n d e r the g o v e r n m e n t 
of Gen. Reyes Publ ic I n s t r u c t i o n was 
e l eva ted , t h a t s t r i c t a t t e n t i o n w a s 
given to t h e se lec t ion and t r a i n i n g of 
t e a c h e r s , t h a t pub l i c schools w e r e 
e rec t ed in va r ious p a r t s of t h e S t a t e , 

| t h a t to t h o u s a n d s of ch i ld ren was ex-
t ended t h e boon of educa t ion , t h a t to 
women w a s given t h e m e a n s of pro-
fess ional a d v a n c e m e n t — a l l th i s c a n 

I n.ot be ob l i t e ra ted and m u s t s t a n d an 
r>\erlast ing a t t e s t to t h e c h a r a c t e r and 
purposes of the man a n d h i s fitness t o 
hold t h e h igh off ice of Governor o i 
one of the g r e a t e s t S t a t e s of t h e Mex-
ican F e d e r a t i o n . 

E v e r v reac t ion wi th in h u m a n p o w e r 
m i g h t c o m e t o p a s s ; e v e r y a r t e r y of 
c o m m e r c e m i g h t be closed a n d e v e r y 
voice of i n d u s t r y s t i l l e d - b u t t h e 



m o n u m e n t s Which Gen . B e r n a r d o 
R e y e s h a s r e a r e d d u r i n g t h e y e a r s of 
h i s G o v e r n o r s h i p wou ld e n d u r e , g r e a t 
t e s t i m o n i a l s to t h e flourishing condi-
t ion of t h e S t a t e a n d i t s peop l e din-
ing t h e t i m e t h a t h e w a t c h e d o v e r t h e 
d e s t i n y of N u ò t o L e o n . R e g a r d l e s s 
of t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s of t h e f u t u r e , 
t h e s e m o n u m e n t s wil l f o r e v e r b e a r 
w i t n e s s t o t h e f a i t h f u l s e r v i c e of Gen. 
R e y e s t o h i s S t a l e , to t h e exce l l ency 
of a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n which d e s e r v e s 
t h e s i n c è r e s t p r a i s e of a l l j u s t peop l e 
— t h a t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 'which, o w i n g to 
po l i t i ca l d i f f e r e n c e s c o n t r a r y to t h e 
i n t e r e s t s of t h e c o u n t r y , h a s b e e n as-
sa i l ed by t h o s e w h o , l a c k i n g e v e n a 
p r e t e x t on w h i c h t o b a s e t h e i r alle-
g a t i o n s , h a v e r e s o r t e d to ma l i c ious 
f a l s e h o o d a n d s l a n d e r o u s m i s r e p r e -
s e n t a t i o n . 

Can t h e d e f a m e r s of Gen . R e y e s , in 
t h e i r f r e n z i e d e a g e r n e s s to o b l i t e r a t e 
t h e f a c t s of h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , de-
s t r o y t h e l a n d m a r k s of i t s da i ly p r o 

r e s s and r a z e t h e m o n u m e n t s e r e c t -
d by h is h a n d s ? 

I t would r e q u i r e a g e s to a c c o m -
plish s u c h p e r n i c i o u s w o r k . Bu t , 
- r a n t i n g t h a t such wou ld b e poss ib l e , 
vath t h e c l e a r i n g a w a y of t h e d u s t 
>f t h e r u i n s H i s t o r y would a p p e a r , 
^ c h a n g e d , t o p a y i t s t r i b u t e to t h e 
i c t i o n s of a mian w h o f a i t h f u l l y s e r v e d 
'¡is N a t i o n a n d h i s S t a t e . 

Tire n a m e of C a r t h a g e a n d t h e re-
n o w n of i t s g r e a t n e s s ex~ist t oday , not-
w i t h s t a n d i n g i t s d e s t r u c t i o n d u r i n g 
h e pe r iod of t h e P u n i c W a r s . 

A t t h e p r e s e n t t ime , happ i ly fo r t h e 
Na t ion , w a r . w i t h i t s b a t t l e s — l a m e n t -
a b l e b u t o f t t i m e s b r i n g i n g g lo r ious 
v i c t o r i e s — i s n o t e n g a g i n g a t t e n t i o n , 
i n s t e a d of p o w e r f u l f a c t i o n s in a r m s , a 
c o n t e m p t i b l e w a r of i n t r i g u e m u s t b e 
r e c k o n e d wi th , t h e v e n o m o u s l y pois-
oned a r r o w s of t h o s e i n v o l v e d in i t 
be ing d i r e c t e d a t I h e s p o t l e s s a r m o r 
of a g a l l a n t s o l d i e r a n d a g r e a t s t a t e s -
m a n . 

The Political and Criminal Intrigue Against 
General Reyes. 

W h a t t h e R e p u b l i c of M e x i c o o w e s 
to Gen. R e y e s a s a so ld i e r , a n d w h a t 
t h e S t a t e of N u e v o L e o n o w e s t o h i m 
a s a G o v e r n o r , h a s b e e n supe r f i c i a l l y 
t o u c h e d u p o n . 

T h r o u g h o u t h i s c a r e e r a s a s o l d i e r 
a n d s t a t e s m a n t h e p e r s o n a l i t y of 
Gen . R e y e s s t a n d s o u t c l e a r a n d 
s t r o n g , e v e r a n i n f l u e n c e f o r good, 
B u t a g a i n s t t h i s p e r s o n a l i t y h a v e 
b e e n l a u n c h e d c h a r g e s — s o u t t e r l y 
a b s u r d a s n o t t o d e s e r v e c o n s i d e r a -
t ion w e r e i t n o t f o r t h e m a l i c i o u s n e s s 
w i t h w h i c h t h e y a r e c l o t h e d . T h e 
h a n d s t h a t l a u n c h e d t h e s e c h a r g e s 
a r e t h e s a m e t h a t f a i n wou ld t e a r 
d o w n t h e m o n u m e n t s of H i s t o r y a n d 
« e n s i g n to ob l iv ion t h e a n t e c e d e n t s of 
Gen. R e y e s . 

" I t w a s Gen . R e y e s , " d e c l a r e t h e s e 
e n e m i e s of pub l i c good , " w h o , on t h e 
2nd of Apr i l , l a s t , o r d e r e d t h a t a n 
o p p o s i n g p o l i t i c a l d e m o n s t r a t i o n b e 
t e r m i n a t e d by a r m e d f o r c e . " 

T h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n in q u e s t i o n w a s 
h e l d u n d e r t h e m a s k of t h e ce l eb ra -
t ion of t h e g l o r i o u s v i c t o r y a c h i e v e d 
b y G e n . Diaz in a c t i o n a g a i n s t t h e 
I m p e r i a l t r oops , 36 y e a r s a g o . 

T h e q u e s t i o n n a t u r a l l y a r i s e s , w h y 
•was i t t h a t t h e s e i n t r i g u e r s h a d t h e 
a u d a c i t y t o l a u n c h s u c h a b s u r d l y 
f a l s e a n d s l a n d e r o u s c h a r g e s w i t h o u t 
f e a r t h a t t h e i r i n f a m y would reco i l 
o n t h e m in t h e s h a p e of l ega l punish-
m e n t d u e s u c h a c t i o n ? A brief ex-
p l a n a t i o n is due , b e c a u s e u n d e r ordi-
n a r y c i r c u m s t a n c e s it would s e e m In-
c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t s u c h c a l u m n y cou ld 
b o g iven b i r t h in t h e m i d s t of a so-
c i e t y f o r w h o s e good t h e a c c u s e d h a d 

c o n s e c r a t e d h i s s e r v i c e s — i n a l a w 
a b i d i n g c o m m u n i t y w h e r e a c t s de se rv -
i n g of e s t e e m a n d r e s p e c t s h o u l d n o t 
b e a l l o w e d t o b e m a d e t h e o b j e c t s of 
a t t a c k o n t h e p a r t of t h e a u d a c i o u s 
a n d c r i m i n a l . 

A t a t i m e p r e v i o u s t o t h e a t t a c k o n 
Gen. R e y e s p r e p a r a t i o n s of g r e a t im-
p o r t a n c e , a f f e c t i n g t h e g e n e r a l poli-
t i c s of t h e c o u n t r y , w e r e in p r o g r e s s 
a t ' the N a t i o n a l c ap i t a l . Gen . Diaz , 
w i s h i n g t o r e t i r e f r o m t h e P r e s i d e n c y , 
I n s p i r e d by a n o b l e a n d p a t r i o t i c de-
s i r e t o s e e h i s c o u n t r y c o n t i n u e t o 
m a r c h m a j e s t i c a l l y o n w a r d u n d e r tJhe 
d i r e c t i o n of a p e r s o n a l i t y o t h e r t h a n 
h i s o w n , u n d e r t o o k t h e w o r k of com-
b i n i n g a n d h a r m o n i z i n g c e r t a i n e le-
m e n t s w i t h a v i ew of a s s u r i n g t h e 
p e r m a n e n c y of h i s g r e a t N a t i o n a l 
w o r k . 

A c e r t a i n m a n w a s s e l e c t e d t o l e a d 
in c a r r y i n g o u t t h e w o r k o u t l i n e d b y 
P r e s i d e n t Diaz, a n d t o h i m w a s g i v e n 
p o w e r a n d p r e s t i g e . T h e f o r e m o s t of 
h i s s u p p o r t e r s h a d p r e v i o u s l y f o r m e d 
a po l i t i ca l g r o u p , p r o m i n e n t i n w h i c h 
w ^ r e s o m e m e n w h o h a d n e v e r in-
s p i r e d t h e c o n f i d e n c e of t h e c o u n t r y . 
A h o m o g e n e o u s M i n i s t r y w a s f o r m e d , 
of wh ich Gen. R e y e s b e c a m e a m e m -
ber . B u t f r o m t h e day t h a t h e t o o k 
c h a r g e of t h e D e p a r t m e n t of W a r cer-
t a i n m e m b e r s of t h e g r o u p b e f o r e 
m e n t i o n e d m a n i f e s t e d hos t i l i t y t o t h e 
E x e c u t i v e of N u e v o Leon . T h i s hos -
t i l i ty and c o n s e q u e n t - l a c k of confi-
d e n c e s o o u m a d e i t a p p a r e n t t h a t i t 
v /ould be i m p o s s i b l e to a m a l g a m a t e 
t h e d i f f e r e n t e l e m e n t s , a n d t h i s final-
ly p r o v e d t o b e t h e c a s e . A s a r e s u l t 



m o n u m e n t s Which Gen . B e r n a r d o 
R e y e s h a s r e a r e d d u r i n g t h e y e a r s of 
h i s G o v e r n o r s h i p would e n d u r e , g r e a t 
t e s t i m o n i a l s to t h e flourishing condi-
t ion of t h e S t a t e a n d i t s peop l e din-
ing t h e tòme t h a t h e w a t c h e d o v e r t h e 
d e s t i n y of N u ò t o L e o n . R e g a r d l e s s 
of t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s of t h e f u t u r e , 
t h e s e m o n u m e n t s wil l f o r e v e r b e a r 
w i t n e s s t o t h e f a i t h f u l s e r v i c e of Gen. 
R e y e s t o h i s S l a t e , to t h e exce l l ency 
of a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n which d e s e r v e s 
t h e s i n c è r e s t p r a i s e of a l l j u s t peop l e 
— t h a t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 'which, o w i n g to 
po l i t i ca l d i f f e r e n c e s c o n t r a r y to t h e 
i n t e r e s t s of t h e c o u n t r y , h a s b e e n as-
sa i l ed by t h o s e w h o , l a c k i n g e v e n a 
p r e t e x t on w h i c h t o b a s e t h e i r alle-
g a t i o n s , h a v e r e s o r t e d to ma l i c ious 
f a l s e h o o d a n d s l a n d e r o u s m i s r e p r e -
s e n t a t i o n . 

Can t h e d e f a m e r s of Gen . R e y e s , in 
t h e i r f r e n z i e d e a g e r n e s s to o b l i t e r a t e 
t h e f a c t s of h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , de-
s t r o y t h e l a n d m a r k s of i t s da i ly p r o 

i e ? s and r a z e t h e m o n u m e n t s e r e c t -
d by h is h a n d s ? 

I t would r e q u i r e a g e s to a c c o m -
plish s u c h p e r n i c i o u s w o r k . Bu t , 
- r a n t i n g t h a t s u c h wou ld h e poss ib l e , 
v i th t h e c l e a r i n g a w a y of t h e d u s t 
>t t h e r u i n s H i s t o r y would a p p e a r , 
^ c h a n g e d , t o p a y i t s t r i b u t e t o t h e 
i c t i o n s of a mian w h o f a i t h f u l l y s e r v e d 
'¡is N a t i o n a n d h i s S t a t e . 

T h e n a m e of C a r t h a g e a n d t h e re-
n o w n of i t s g r e a t n e s s exis t t oday , not-
w i t h s t a n d i n g i t s d e s t r u c t i o n d u r i n g 
h e pe r iod of t h e P u n i c W a r s . 

A t t h e p r e s e n t t ime , happ i ly fo r t h e 
Na t ion , w a r . w i t h i t s b a t t l e s — l a m e n t -
a b l e b u t o f t t i m e s b r i n g i n g g lo r ious 
v i c t o r i e s — i s n o t e n g a g i n g a t t e n t i o n , 
i n s t e a d of p o w e r f u l f a c t i o n s in a r m s , a 
c o n t e m p t i b l e w a r of i n t r i g u e m u s t b e 
r e c k o n e d wi th , t h e v e n o m o u s l y pois-
oned a r r o w s of t h o s e i n v o l v e d in i t 
be ing d i r e c t e d a t I h e s p o t l e s s a r m o r 
of a g a l l a n t s o l d i e r a n d a g r e a t s t a t e s -
m a n . 

The Political and Criminal Intrigue Against 
General Reyes. 

W h a t t h e R e p u b l i c of M e x i c o o w e s 
to Gen. R e y e s a s a so ld i e r , a n d w h a t 
t h e S t a t e of N u e v o L e o n o w e s t o h i m 
a s a G o v e r n o r , h a s b e e n supe r f i c i a l l y 
t o u c h e d u p o n . 

T h r o u g h o u t h i s c a r e e r a s a s o l d i e r 
a n d s t a t e s m a n t h e p e r s o n a l i t y of 
Gen . R e y e s s t a n d s o u t c l e a r a n d 
s t r o n g , e v e r a n i n f l u e n c e f o r good, 
B u t a g a i n s t t h i s p e r s o n a l i t y h a v e 
•been l a u n c h e d c h a r g e s — s o u t t e r l y 
a b s u r d a s n o t t o d e s e r v e c o n s i d e r a -
t ion 'were i t n o t Cor t h e m a l i c i o u s n e s s 
w i t h w h i c h t h e y a r e c l o t h e d . T h e 
h a n d s t h a t l a u n c h e d t h e s e c h a r g e s 
a r e t h e s a m e t h a t f a i n wou ld t e a r 
d o w n t h e m o n u m e n t s of H i s t o r y a n d 
« e n s i g n to ob l iv ion t h e a n t e c e d e n t s of 
Gen. R e y e s . 

" I t w a s Gen . R e y e s , " d e c l a r e t h e s e 
e n e m i e s of pub l i c good , " w h o , on t h e 
2nd of Apr i l , l a s t , o r d e r e d t h a t a n 
o p p o s i n g p o l i t i c a l d e m o n s t r a t i o n b e 
t e r m i n a t e d by a r m e d f o r c e . " 

T h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n in q u e s t i o n w a s 
h e l d u n d e r t h e m a s k of t h e ce l eb ra -
t ion of t h e g l o r i o u s v i c t o r y a c h i e v e d 
«by G e n . Diaz in a c t i o n a g a i n s t t h e 
I m p e r i a l t r oops , 36 y e a r s a g o . 

T h e q u e s t i o n n a t u r a l l y a r i s e s , w h y 
•v/as i t t h a t t h e s e i n t r i g u e r s h a d t h e 
a u d a c i t y t o l a u n c h s u c h a b s u r d l y 
f a l s e a n d s l a n d e r o u s c h a r g e s w i t h o u t 
f e a r t h a t t h e i r i n f a m y would reco i l 
o n t h e m in t h e s h a p e of l ega l punish-
m e n t d u e s u c h a c t i o n ? A brief ex-
p l a n a t i o n is due , b e c a u s e u n d e r ordi-
n a r y c i r c u m s t a n c e s it would s e e m In-
c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t s u c h c a l u m n y cou ld 
h o g iven b i r t h in t h e m i d s t of a so-
c i e t y f o r w h o s e good t h e a c c u s e d h a d 

c o n s e c r a t e d h i s s e r v i c e s — i n a l a w 
a b i d i n g c o m m u n i t y w h e r e a c t s de se rv -
i n g of e s t e e m a n d r e s p e c t s h o u l d n o t 
b e a l l o w e d t o b e m a d e t h e o b j e c t s of 
a t t a c k o n t h e p a r t of t h e a u d a c i o u s 
a n d c r i m i n a l . 

A t a t i m e p r e v i o u s t o t h e a t t a c k o n 
Gen. R e y e s p r e p a r a t i o n s of g r e a t im-
p o r t a n c e , a f f e c t i n g t h e g e n e r a l poli-
t i c s of t h e c o u n t r y , w e r e in p r o g r e s s 
a t d i e N a t i o n a l c ap i t a l . Gen . Diaz , 
w i s h i n g t o r e t i r e f r o m t h e P r e s i d e n c y , 
I n s p i r e d by a n o b l e a n d p a t r i o t i c de-
s i r e t o s e e h i s c o u n t r y c o n t i n u e t o 
m a r c h m a j e s t i c a l l y o n w a r d u n d e r tJhe 
d i r e c t i o n of a p e r s o n a l i t y o t h e r t h a n 
h i s o w n , u n d e r t o o k t h e w o r k of com-
b i n i n g a n d h a r m o n i z i n g c e r t a i n e le-
m e n t s With a v i ew of a s s u r i n g t h e 
p e r m a n e n c y of h i s g r e a t N a t i o n a l 
w o r k . 

A c e r t a i n m a n w a s s e l e c t e d t o l e a d 
in c a r r y i n g o u t t h e w o r k o u t l i n e d by 
P r e s i d e n t Diaz, a n d t o h i m w a s g i v e n 
p o w e r a n d p r e s t i g e . T h e f o r e m o s t of 
h i s s u p p o r t e r s h a d p r e v i o u s l y f o r m e d 
a po l i t i ca l g r o u p , p r o m i n e n t i n w h i c h 
w ^ r e s o m e m e n w h o h a d n e v e r in-
s p i r e d t h e c o n f i d e n c e of t h e c o u n t r y . 
A h o m o g e n e o u s M i n i s t r y w a s f o r m e d , 
of wh ich Gen. R e y e s -became a m e m -
ber . B u t f r o m t h e day t h a t h e t o o k 
c h a r g e of t h e D e p a r t m e n t of W a r cer-
t a i n m e m b e r s of t h e g r o u p b e f o r e 
m e n t i o n e d m a n i f e s t e d hos t i l i t y t o t h e 
E x e c u t i v e of N u e v o Leon . T h i s hos -
t i l i ty and c o n s e q u e n t - l a c k of confi-
d e n c e s o o u m a d e i t a p p a r e n t t h a t i t 
w o u l d be i m p o s s i b l e to a m a l g a m a t e 
t h e d i f f e r e n t e l e m e n t s , a n d t h i s final-
ly p r o v e d t o b e t h e c a s e . Aa a r e s u l t 



Gen. Diaz abandoned h i s p l a n s for a 
c h a n g e in t h e P r e s i d e n c y . 

T h e hos t i l i t y of t h e s e p a r t i s a n fac-
t i ons t o Gen. Reyes g r e w to such an 
e x t e n t t h a t t h e i r l e a d e r s even r e f u s e d 
to r e s p e c t t h e wi shes of t h e o n e who 
shou ld h a v e been t h e i r d i r ec to r , and 
who, it m a y b e said, w a s o n t h e mos t 
f r i e n d l y t e r m s wi th Gen . Reyes . Gen. 
R e y e s w a s a t t a c k e d by t h e s e f a c t i o n s 
t h r o u g h the m e d i u m of v a r i o u s politi-
ca l ly colored jou rna l s , and , b e i n g vig-
o rous ly d e f e n d e d by o t h e r newspa-
pe r s , w i sh ing to p r e v e n t h i s n a m e be-
ing used a s a p r e t e x t f o r d i s sens ions 
in t h e G o v e r n m e n t — a s h e of f ic ia l ly 
s t a t e d — h e r e s igned h i s o f f i ce a s Min-
i s t e r of W a r and r e t u r n e d to N u e v o 
Leon to aga in t a k e u p t h e r e in s of 
G o v e r n m e n t . 

Wi th t h e r e tu rn of Gen. R e y e s to 
N u e v o Leon, h i s e n e m i e s c a r r i e d t h e 
war on h im to th i s S t a t e , u s ing t h e 
a d v a n t a g e s which t h e h i g h pos i t ions 
in which they had b e e n p l a c e d — f o r t h e 
p u r p o s e of e f f e c t i n g t h e c o n t e m p l a t e d 
pol i t ica l change—in a n e f f o r t t o in-
j u r e h im. 

In N u e v o Leon they s o u g h t malcon-
t e n t s t o s e r v e a s t h e i r i n s t r u m e n t s 
a g a i n s t Gen. Reyes , whose re-elect ion 
was t h e s u b j e c t of d i s c u s s i o n f r o m 
t h e h o u r of h i s r e t u r n to Monterey 
T h e s e m a l c o n t e n t s w e r e found in t h e 
chaff which the Reyes a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
had swept a s ide in i t s o n w a r d m a r c h 
of p r o g r e s s , and they, e n c o u r a g e d by 
t h e l e a d e r s and t h e l e a d e r s ' j ou rna l s 
in t h e N a t i o n a l cap i t a i , i gnor ing 
mer i t , t r u t h a n d jus t i ce , took up ca-
m e r i t , t r u t h a n d jus t i ce , took up cal-
UB;ny and s l a n d e r a s t h e i r weapons 
s ib le t o a t t a c k on ly t h r o u g h f a l s e 
c h a r g e s . 

T h e s e t r a i t o r s t o t h e i r S t a t e were 
i n f o r m e d by t h e p r inc ipa l s in Mexico 
Ci ty t h a t , in o r d e r to b r i n g a b o u t a 

c h a n g e of a t t i t u d e on t h e p a r t of t h e 
S u p r e m e Head of t h e Nat ion , who is 
invar iab ly on t h e s ide of jus t i ce , and 
w h o f avo red Gen. Reyes , who w a s t h e 
un ive r sa l c a n d i d a t e of t h e people of 
Nuevo Leon for re-elect ion a s Gov-
e r n o r , it would be n e c e s s a r y t o go to 
t h e g r e a t e s t pos s ib l e e x t r e m e s . As 
t h e o p p o s i n g g roup had no o n e w o r t h y 
t o be p laced a s a c a n d i d a t e a g a i n s t 
Gen. Reyes , t h e y w e r e Teduced to t h e 
p l igh t of h a v i n g to c h o o s e a ridicu-
lous figure, r e s p e c t i n g w h o s e a n t e -
c e d e n t s i t would be loss of t i m e to 
speak . W i t h t h i s m a n a s t h e i r 
" d u m m y , " t h e y began a n a c t i v e war 
of m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a n d s l ande r . 
Be ing a d e p t s in such l ines, w i thou t 
a n t e c e d e n t s to p r o t e c t and n o t h i n g to 
lose, t hey en te red wi th i m p u n i t y in to 
o n e of t h e b l ackes t i n t r i g u e s e v e r 
l aunched a g a i n s t a publ ic m a n of 
p r o m i n e n c e s i n c e t h e r e s t o r a t i o n of 
t h e Republ ic . 

F r o m t h e lead e re in Mexico City t h e 
Nuevo Leon t r a i t o r s rece ived ins t ruc-
t ions to u s e e v e r y m e a n s t o p rovoke 
a s t a t e of s i e g e in t h i s S t a t e , and 
w e r e lu red in to t h e belief t h a t in the 
e v e n t of t h e i r be ing i n t e r f e r e d wi th 
by t h e local a u t h o r i t i e s t hey would be 
p ro t ec t ed by Fede ra l ac t i on ; t h a t 
Fede ra l t roops would c o m e to the i r 
a s s i s t a n c e ; t h a t t h e inf luence of pe r -
sons of h igh s t a n d i n g would be used 
in the i r behal f , and t h a t t h e y wouid 
even find f a v o r wi th m e m b e r s of t h e 
N a t i o n a l Congress . As a resu l t of 
th i s decep t ion t h e r e w a s w i t n e s s e d in 
Monte rey , t h e cap i t a l of one of t h e 
m o s t p ro spe rous and p rog re s s ive 
S t a t e s of t h e Mexican Republ ic , an 
exhib i t ion of audac i ty o n t h e p a r t of 
c r i m i n a l s and scanda l mongers , in 
t h e m i d s t of exempla ry society, prob-
ably unpa ra l l e l ed in t h e h i s t o r y of 
any Republ ic . 

F r o m o u t of th i s ho tbed of i n t r i g u e 
t h e r e i s sued t h e l awless ye l l s in t h e 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n of F e b r u a r y 5th, las t ,— 
t h e sed i t i ous s h e e t s p u b l i s h e d in t h i s 
c i ty , w h o s e f a l s e h o o d s w e r e s t r en -
uously echoed by t h o s e da i l i e s in 
Mexico Ci ty in t h e s e rv i ce of t h e ma-
l icious l e a d e r s t h e r e , w h o los t no op-
p o r t u n i t y to f a n t h e flame of s e d i t i o n 
— t h e rowdyi sh a c t i o n s on t h e p a r t 
of s i x t e e n s t u d e n t s of t h e School of 
. Ju r i sp rudence—the p l a n s f o r t h e 
band ing t o g e t h e r of i n e b r i a t e s a n d 
o t h e r s m o r e c r i m i n a l , in w h i c h com-
pany i n s u l t s to t h e G o v e r n m e n t w e r e 
a s f r e q u e n t a s u n m e n t i o n a b l e a c t s — 
the t h r e a t s of t h e s h e e t " R e d e n c i o n , " 
which , in i ts first issue, a p p e a r i n g in 
the m o n t h of F e b r u a r y , a n n o u n c e d 
t h a t a poli t ical d e m o n s t r a t i o n a g a i n s t 
Gen. R e y e s would be m a d e on t h e 2nd 
of April , t h e day o n which t h e N a t i o n 
c e l e b r a t e s t h e a n n i v e r s a r y of a g r e a t 
t r i u m p h , in M o n t e r e y a n d o t h e r 
t o w n s of t h e S t a t e (wh ich l a t t e r 
p roved imposs ib l e for t h e r e a s o n t h a t 
in n o n e of t h e s m a l l e r t o w n s w e r e 
t h e r e to be f o u n d p e r s o n s wi l l ing to 
follow Ithe a g i t a t o r s in t h e c a p i t a l ) — 
t h e t h r e a t pub l i shed in t h e s h e e t 
" J u s t i c i a , " r e f e r r i n g t o a d e m o n s t r a -
t ion which i t s t a t e d was a l r e a d y ar-
r anged f o r — t h e i n s t r u c t i o n s for t h e 
p u r c h a s e of p i s to ls a t t h e h a r d w a r e 
s t o r e s and p a w n s h o p s in a n t i c i p a t i o n 
of t h e e v e n t s p l a n n e d to f o l l o w — a n d 
finally t h e respons ib i l i ty f o r t h e sed i 

which p r e p a r a t i o n s h a d been made , 
which w a s s t a r t e d by s o m e pre-ar-
r anged m e a n s o r by s o m e of t h e 
d r u n k e n d e m o n s t r a t o r s , and in w h i c h 
the v i c t i m s of t r e a c h e r o u s s h o t s in 
t h e b a c k w e r e po l i cemen , n o t o n e of 
t h e d e m o n s t r a t o r s b e i n g ki l led, which 
the o r i g i n a t o r s , be l iev ing t h e m s e l v e s 
p r o t e c t e d in any e x t r e m e of c a l u m n y , 
h a v e s o u g h t to c h a r g e to t h e Chief 
E x e c u t i v e of the S ta t e , w h o s e e v e r y 
t h o u g h t a n d ac t i on h a s b e e n f o r t h e 
w e l f a r e of t h e peop le h e gove rns . 

No b e t t e r d e m o n s t r a t i o n of t h e low 
mora l level r e a c h e d by t h e e n e m i e s 
of Gen. R e y e s cou ld b e poss ib le t h a n 
th i s accusa t ion , h u r l e d a t h i m by 
c r i m i n a l s a n d t h e i r accompl ices , in 
t h e h o p e of i n j u r i n g h i s pol i t ical 
s t a n d i n g , a s t hough a low, ba r e f aced , 
lie, s h o u t e d f r o m t h e g u t t e r by intr i-
g u e r s and p r o p a g a t e d by a mal ic ious ly 
d i r e c t e d p r e s s , wou ld be su f f i c i en t t o 
accompl i sh such a n end . 

Bu t p e r v e r s i o n s of t r u t h and ly ing 
o f f e r s of he lp w e r e n e c e s s a r y to en-
c o u r a g e t h e idle and v ic ious p e r s o n s 
i n Monte rey , and t h e m e m b e r s of the 
" P o n c i a n o A r r i a g a " Club in Mexico 
City, which o rgan i za t i on is k n o w n by 
i ts A n a r c h i s t i c t e n d e n c i e s ; t o t u r n 
t h e h e a d s of o t h e r s and t h r o w t h e m 
into c r imina l a c t i o n ; to e n c o u r a g e , in 
t h e m i d s t of c u l t u r e d soc ie ty , in a 
Na t ion c h a r a c t e r i z e d by o r d e r , j u s t i c e 
and mora l i ty , t h e d a r i n g and inso-

t i o u s p r o c e e d i n g s of t h e 2nd of Apri l l ence r e s u l t i n g in the recen t a l a r m — 
at the P l a z a Za ragoza , w h e n t w o citi d a r i n g and in so lence t h a t r e a c h e d 
zens , innocent , of any pa r t in the such a s t a g e that a c t u a l c r imina l s , 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n , w e r e ki l led, t o g e t h e r s t r u t t i n g a b o u t wi th u n e q u a l e d bold-
wi th t h r e e po l icemen, all of whom ness , da red t o a t t e m p t t o shou lde r a 
w e r e sho t f r o m behind, a n d t h r e e ci t i I c r i m e for which they w e r e r e spons ib l e 
z e n s and t h r e e po l i cemen w e r e o r the s h o u l d e r s of t h e Gove rno r of 
w o u n d e d se r ious ly . the S ta t e , a m a n ho ld ing f r o n t r a n k 

And it is th i s m u r d e r o u s ac t ion , in t h e conf idence and r e s p e c t of t h e 
which h a d been t h r e a t e n e d and f o r Nat ion . 



A n d t h a t " P o n c i a n o A r r i a g a " Club, 
of A n a r c h i s t i c t e n d e n c i e s , d a r e d t o 
p u t t h e s l a n d e r o u s a c c u s a t i o n in f o r m 
a n d t a k e i t b e f o r e t h e dignified and 
h o n o r a b l e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Body of t h e 
N a t i o n . 

I t is bu t r e a s o n a b l e t o suppose t h a t 
in t h e due c o u r s e of t i m e t h e p e n a l t y 
of t h e l aw •will f a l l o n t h e i n t r i gue r s 
and d e f a m e r s , no t only in s a t i s f ac t i on 
•to t h e p e r s o n s so v ic ious ly a t t a c k e d , 
but a l so in s a t i s f a c t i o n to t h e so-
c i e t y o u t r a g e d a n d t h e N a t i o n i n j u r e d . 
Shou ld t h e N a t i o n a l low s u c h a c t i o n s 
t o go u n p u n i s h e d i t m i g h t expect t h a t 
m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n and fa l sehood 
would r egu l a r l y a p p e a r a t t h e B e n c h 
of J u s t i c e to p l e a d f o r t h e downfa l l 
of j u s t and h o n o r a b l e men , w h o by 
sac r i f i ces a n d ab i l i ty h a d ga ined t h e 
r e s p e c t a n d a d m i r a t i o n of the i r coun-
t r y m e n . R e p a r a t i o n wil l be a s cer-
t a i n a s t h e c a s e is excep t iona l , a s f a r 
r e a c h i n g a s t h e i n t r i g u e f o r m e d by 
t h e e n e m i e s of a f a i t h f u l publ ic ser-
v a n t . 

F o r m i d a b l e a n t a g o n i s m h a s a l r eady 
c o m e to t h e scene . I t could n o t be 
o t h e r w i s e . A n t a g o n i s m to t h a t res i -
d u e f o u n d f a r below t h e goodness and 
g r e a t n e s s of t h e people of N u e v o 
L e o n ; to t h e i n sa t i ab l e , u n r e s t r a i n e d 
a m b i t i o n of t h o s e w h o f o r yea r s h a v e 
c o n d u c t e d a schoo l of i n t r i g u e in t h e 

c a p i t a l of t h e R e p u b l i c ; t o t h a t g r o u p 
o l m e n w h o c l a i m to be l ibe ra l s bu t 
a i e n o t l ibe ra l s , in w h o s e m i d s t t h e 
M e d u s a h e a d e d A n a r c h y looms u p ; t o 
a l l t h o s e c o r r u p t e l e m e n t s w h i c h w e r e 
combined to f o r m t h a t v e n o m o u s 
b lack w a v e t h a t w a s l a u n c h e d a g a i n s t 
t h e figure of Gen. R e y e s f o r t h e pur-
p o s e of o v e r t h r o w i n g and d e s t r o y i n g 
h im. I t is a n t a g o n i s m a g a i n s t incapa-
ble and o u t c a s t people , w e a k and vic-
ious e n o u g h t o be eas i ly in f luenced 
in to a n y m a n n e r of c o r r u p t i o n ; 
a g a i n s t t h e i n t r i g u e r s of Mexico City, 

' whose a m b i t i o u s a i m s a r e in d i r e c t 
oppos i t ion to t h e w i s e a n d p r u d e n t 
policy which h a s t h e w e l f a r e of t h e 
Republ ic a s its, e n d — a policy sup-
por ted by Gen. R e y e s u n d e r t h e re-
g e n e r a t o r of t h e Na t ion , t h e i l lus-
t r ious Gen. Diaz—and w h o a r e e a g e r 
t o d e s t r o y any m a n a n d any po l icy 
f o u n d blocking t h e i r t r a i t o r o u s s t e p s ; 
and a g a i n s t t h e A r r i a g u i s t s , who 
m i g h t be more p rope r ly s p o k e n of a s 
A n a r c h i s t s , who d a r e d to file mon-
s t r o u s c h a r g e s a g a i n s t t h e P r e s i d e n t 
of t h e Republ ic , a s t h e y d a r e d to file 
c h a r g e s a g a i n s t Gen. Reyes , b e f o r e 
the N a t i o n a l Congres s . 

T h e black wave w a s r e n t a s u n d e r 
wi th t h e c r imina l o u t b r e a k of t h e 2nd 
of Apr i l , and s w e p t a w a y wi th t h e l a s t 
effort., t h e so-called " a c c u s a t i o n . " 

Protests and Testimony Against the Slander— 
Evidence of Latter. 

W h e n t h e b lack w a v e f o r m e d by 
t h e c o m b i n a t i o n of vic ious e l e m e n t s 
t h r e w i tself upon Gen. Reyes , i t did 
no t find h i m alone, m u c h less weak . It 
c a m e upon him in t h e m i d s t of h i s du-
t ies a s Gove rno r of Nuevo Leon, and 

' i \ f o u n d him s u r r o u n d e d by t h e affec-
t ions of a people acc l a iming h im as 
t h e i r c a n d i d a t e f o r re -e lec t ion—a 
g r e a t people , who, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
t h e f u r y of t h e a t t a c k m a d e a g a i n s t 
h im , h e s i t a t e d no t a s ing le instant , in 
s u p p o r t i n g h i m throughout , t h e terr i-
t o r y of t h e S t a t e . And whi le ob-
s t r u c t i o n i s t s and m a l c o n t e n t s , encour-
aged by t h e l eade r s in the in t r igue , 
m a d e c r u d e war upon h im , t hese 
s t a u n c h s u p p o r t e r s , in va r ious w a y s 
and in va r ious p laces , g a v e s t r i k i n g 
ev idence of the i r a d m i r a t i o n and 
•friendship. O n t h e m o r n i n g of the 
2nd of Apri l , a t t h e ve ry h o u r w h e n 
less t h a n a k i l o m e t e r distant , guar-
d i ans of t h e public, p e a c e w e r e be ing 
a s s a s s i n a t e d by t h e e n e m i e s of Gen. 
Reyes , 2,500 of t h e s e s u p p o r t e r s gath-
e red t oge the r t o publ ic ly acc la im h im 
a* t h e i r c a n d i d a t e f o r re-e lect ion. 
And in t h a t p a t r i o t i c d e m o n s t r a t i o n 
Gen. R e y e s g e n e r o u s l y counse led h i s 
s u p p o r t e r s t o r e s p e c t t h e pol i t ica l 
op in ions of h i s o p p o n e n t s . 

W i t h t h e r e n d i n g a s u n d e r of t h e 
b l a c k w a v e of m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a n d 
s l a n d e r c a m e t h e i m p r i s o n m e n t a n d 
s c a t t e r i n g of t h o s e r e spons ib l e for t h e 
c r i m e of t h e 2nd of April . And l a t e r 
c a m e t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n of t h e i r f a l s e 
c h a r g e s by o v e r w h e l m i n g t e s t i m o n y . 

On M a r c h 25th, 1903, t h e commer-
cial , b a n k i n g , p ro fes s iona l , i ndus t r i a l 

and l a b o r i n g i n t e r e s t s of Nuevo Leon 
s e n t to Gen. R e y e s t h e fo l lowing writ-
ten m a n i f e s t a t i o n of s u p p o r t and 
g r a t i t u d e : 

" G e n e r a l : On t h e occas ion of y o u r 
t e m p o r a r y a b s e n c e f r o m t h e Execu-
t ive Office of th i s S t a t e to wor th i ly 
occupy the h igh posi t ion of Minis te r 
of W a r and M a r i n e in t h e C a b i n e t of 
t h e i l l u s t r ious P r e s i d e n t of t h e Repub-
lic, Gen. Por f i r io Diaz, t h e bank ing , 
commerc i a l , i ndus t r i a l , p ro fe s s iona l 
and l a b o r i n g i n t e r e s t s of t h e S t a t e ex-
p ressed . in wr i t ing , r e g r e t at. your 
s e p a r a t i o n f r o m the S t a t e , which , a w 
ing to y o u r ene rgy , ab i l i ty a n d un-
i m p e a c h a b l e in t eg r i ty , h a d t a k e n 
f r o n t r a n k a m o n g t h e S t a t e s of t h e 
Mex ican F e d e r a t i o n . 

" T h i s e x p r e s s i o n of r e g r e t c a r r i e d 
wi th it. t h e g r a t i t u d e of t h e p e o p l e of 
the e n t i r e S t a t e , w h o fu l ly apprec i a t -
ed t h e bene f i t s tihey h a d rece ived a t 
your h a n d s . 

"By v i r t u e of your wise, e n e r g e t i c 
and prudent , g o v e r n m e n t , Genera l , 
p e a c e w a s b r o u g h t t o Nuevo L e o n a n d 
perfect , h a r m o n y re igned a m o n g al l 
c l a s ses . T h e s e c h a n g e s in condi t ions 
a t t r a c t e d l a r g e a m o u n t s of cap i t a l , 
which w a s d i s t r i bu t ed t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
S t a t e ; r e s u l t e d in t h e o p e n i n g of 
m a n y schoo l s ; c a u s e d c o m m e r c e to 
flourish; c r e a t e d i n d u s t r i a l a n d c r ed i t 
i n s t i t u t ions , w h i c h g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d 
t h e g e n e r a l w e a l t h , a n d b r o u g h t a b o u t 
a m u l t i t u d e of o t h e r b e n e f i t s w h i c h 
a r e n o w t h e p r i d e and h o n o r of t h i s 
p o w e r f u l a n d i n d u s t r i o u s people . 

" A n d now, b y r e a s o n of your r e t u r n 
to a g a i n t a k e c h a r g e of t h i s S t a t e , 
t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e of t h e f o r t u n a t e clr-

\ 



c u m s t a n c e s of t h e r e c e n t i n a u g u r a t i o n 1-
of two m a m m o t h i n d u s t r i e s , which \ 
w e r e s t a r t e d unde r y o u r p rev ious per- t 
eona l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , a n d •which it is < 
bel ieved will be of g r e a t benef i t , not s 
only to t h e S t a t e of N u e v o Leon, bu t <; 
to t h e economic cond i t ions of t h e Na- ^ 
t ion , we, who a r e no t connec ted wi th 1 
poli t ics , w h o devo te o u r s e l v e s to ou r < 
•work, •who a s k f r o m t h e G o v e r n m e n t t 
only t h e g u a r a n t e e s des i r ed b y t h o s e i 
who s e e k a n h o n e s t l ivel ihood, who 
look for t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n of the peace 
e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e i l lus t r ious Presi-
den t of t h e Republ ic , Don Porf i r io 
Diaz, aga in m a k e p u b l i c ou r sent i -
m e n t s of g r a t i t u d e , 'previously ex-
p r e s s e d , t e n d e r i n g a n o t h e r vo te of 
conf idence for y o u r bene f i cen t and 
h o n o r a b l e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . " 

T h e V i c t o r i a Club, in an e n t h u s i a s 
t i c m e e t i n g h e l d in t h e J u a r e z Thea-
t e r on t h e n i g h t of Apr i l 25th, agreed 
to fo rmu la t e , and did f o r m u l a t e the. 
fo l lowing (protest, which , s igned by 
over 500 c i t i zens of Nuevo Leon, w a s 
s u b m i t t e d t o t h e C o n g r e s s of the Na 
l i on : 

" W e , the u n d e r s i g n e d m e m b e r s of 
the "Victoria Club, r e s i d e n t s of Mon-
t e r e y a n d in t h e ful l e n j o y m e n t of our 
r igh t s , in m e e t i n g a s s e m b l e d , on t h e 
d a t e b e l o w wr i t t en , in t h e J u a r e z The-
a t e r of t h i s city, h e r e b y m a k e k n o w n 
t h a t we h a v e l e a r n e d t h r o u g h severa l 
n e w s p a p e r s of t h e Cap i t a ! of the ac-
cuca t ion «made a g a i n s t Gen. R e y e s . 
Gove rno r of the S t a t e of Nuevo Leon, 
b e f o r e t h e Na t iona l Congress , by t h e 
m e m b e r s of t h e P o n c i a n o Ar r i aga 
Club ; t h a t a s r e s i d e n t s of this ci ty 
we a r e fu l ly i n f o r m e d of pub l i c occur-
rences , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h a t of t h e '2nd 
of t h e p r e s e n t m o n t h , a n d the s ta te-
m e n t s embodied in t h e accusa t ion 
h e r e r e f e r r e d t o a r e abso lu t e ly fa l se . 

"Further, that we wish to make 

k n o w n t h a t t h e accusa t ion , r e l a t i v e to 
which C o n g r e s s wil l t a k e p r o p e r ac-
t ion. no t only a f f e c t s t h e off icial ac-
cused , b u t g rave iy , and w i t h o u t rea -
son , i n j u r e s t h e S ta t e , b e c a u s e it cre-
a t e s t h e f a l s e impress ion , should the 
s t a t e m e n t s of t h e a c c u s e r s be be-
l ieved, t h a t a n i n to l e r ab l e condi t ion of 
a f f a i r s ex is t s . And we c o n s i d e r it 
ou r d u t y a s c i t izens of t h i s S t a t e to 
publ icly p roc la im tha t - s u c h a condi-
t i o n does n o t ex is t , for t h e r ea son 
t h a t s i l ence on ou r pa r t , who a r e in 
a pos i t ion to know, m i g h t be con-
st i ued a s a p a r t i a l con f i rma t ion . 

"As a r e s u l t of t he se c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
we. t h e r e f o r e reso lve : 

" F i r s t — T h a t t h e Vic to r i a Club pro-
t e s t s a g a i n s t the fa l se a n d mis lead ing 
s t a t e m e n t s con ta ined in t h e accusa-
tion p r e s e n t e d b e f o r e t h e Congres s of 
t h e Na t ion by t h e Pone iano A r r i a g a 
Club, d i r ec ted a g a i n s t Gen. B e r n a r d o 
Reyes . Gove rno r of Nuevo Leon . 

" S e c o n d — T h a t t h e s e o r ig ina l reso-
lu t ions be t a k e n to Congres s f o r t h e 
i n f o r m a t i o n of t h e m e m b e r s , and t h a t 
if poss ib le they be filed wi th t h e orig-
inal accusa t ion . 

" T h i r d — T h a t the p r o t e s t c o n t a i n e d 
here in be t r a n s m i t t e d , by t e l eg raph , 
t o t h e P r e s i d e n t of the Repub l i c , for 
h i s knowledge . 

" M o n t e r e y , April 25th, 1903." 

A t a m a s s mee t ing of r e s i d e n t s of 
. Monte rey , in which we re a n u m b e r of 
. w i t n e s s e s of t h e o c c u r r e n c e s of t h e 

2nd of Ajpril, and a m o n g w h o m all 
i p r o f e s s i o n s a n d va r ious l ines of busi-
• n e s s and labor w e r e r e p r e s e n t e d , 
• r e so lu t i ons w e r e p r e p a r e d and for-
[ w-arded, on Apr i l 26th, t h e s a m e a s 
• t h e r e s o l u t i o n s of t h e Vic to r i a Club. 
i t o t h e C h a m b e r of Deput ies in Mexico 
. Ci ty . T h e s e reso lu t ions , w h i c h we re 
; s i gned b y m o r e t h a n 3,000 pe r sons , 

i nc lud ing m e n of eve ry wa lk in l i fe , 
m i l l i ona i r e s a s well iaB labore rs , 'read 
a s fo l l ows : 

" W e , t h e u n d e r s i g n e d c i t i z e n s of 
Mon te r ey , in t h e lull e n j o y m e n t of 
ou r r i gh t s , h a v i n g l e a r n e d of t h e 
a c c u s a t i o n a g a i n s t Gen. Reyes , pre-
sen t ed b e f o r e t h e C h a m b e r of Depu-
t i e s of t h e F e d e r a l C o n g r e s s b y the 
m e m b e r s of the P o n c i a n o A r r i a g a 
Club, f r o m a b s o l u t e k n o w l e d g e of the 
o c c u r r e n c e r e f e r r e d to. dec l a r e t h a t 
t h e a c c u s a t i o n is no to r ious ly false. 

" W e f u r t h e r dec l a r e t h a t t h e ac-
c u s a t i o n a g a i n s t Gen. R e y e s is prej-
udic ia l t o t h e c r ed i t and good n a m e 
of t h e S t a t e , i n a s m u c h as. r e g a r d l e s s 
of t h e t r u t h , t h e Chief E x e c u t i v e is 
c h a r g e d w i t h a t r o c i t i e s ; a n d we t a k e 
t h i s m e a n s of f o r m a l l y d e n y i n g the 
a s s e r t i o n s made , p e n d i n g t h e invest i-
ga t ion , which , w h e n comple ted , will 
m a k e k n o w n t h e t r u e f ac t s . 

" A n d a s a n ac t of p a t r i o t i s m , as th i s 
m a t t e r p r e t a i n s to t h e G o v e r n m e n t of 
N u e v o Leon , a n d a c c o r d i n g to ou r 
d u t y a s c i t izens w h o h a v e r ece ived un-
l i m i t e d b e n e f i t s a t t h e h a n d s of t h e 
a c c u s e d Chief E x e c u t i v e , w e h a v e 
a d o p t e d t h e fo l lowing re so lu t ions in 
t h e h o p e t h a t they m a y t h r o w l igh t on 
t h e f a c t s and aid jus t i ce to p r eva i l . 

" F i r s t — R e s o l v e d , t h a t t h e unde r -
s igned p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t h e f a l s e s t a t e -
m e n t s con ta ined in t h e a c c u s a t i o n 
m a d e a g a i n s t Gen. B e r n a r d o R e y e s . 
Gove rno r of N u e v o Leon, a n d p re sen t -
ed b e f o r e t h e C h a m b e r of Depu t i e s 
of t h e C o n g r e s s of t h e Union by t h e 
m e m b e r s of the P o n c i a n o A r r i a g a 
Club . 

" S e c o n d — R e s o l v e d , t h a t t h e s e res-
o l u t i o n s b e s e n t t o t h e C h a m b e r 
of D e p u t i e s f o r t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 
of ilts m e m b e r s , a n d f o r t h e pur-
pose , if «hey s e e fit, of be ing at-

t a c h e d t o t h e a c c u s a t i o n in ques t ion . 
" M o n t e r e y , Apri l 26th., 1903." 

In a m e e t i n g held on Apr i l 25th, t h e 
H o n o r a b l e L e g i s l a t u r e of t h e S t a t e 
O: Nuevo Leon a d o p t e d t h e fo l lowing 
s i g n i f i c a n t r e s o l u t i o n s : 

" R e s o l v e d — T h a t t h e Th i r ty - f i r s t 
Cons t i t u t i ona l C o n g r e s s of the S t a t6 
oi Nuevo Leon t e n d e r a vo te of con-
fidence t o the Governor of t h e S ta t e , 
Gen B e r n a r d o Reyes , and dec la re 
tha t h i s execu t ive ac t ions a r e s t r i c t ly 
ii> a c c o r d a n c e with law. 

" R e s o l v e d — T h a t t h e s e r e so lu t ions 
be t r a n s m i t t e d to t h e F e d e r a l Con-
g r e s s and to t h e P r e s i d e n t of t h e Re-
publ ic , and a l s o to t h e Governor of 
t h e S t a t e . " 

T h i s fire of publ ic i nd igna t ion >n 
M o n t e r e y ex t ended to o t h e r t owns of 
the S ta t e , a m o n g w h o s e i n h a b i t a n t s 
w e r e some w i t n e s s e s of t h e o c c u r e n c e 
of t h e 2nd of Apri l , and s imi l a r publ ic 
p r o t e s t s a g a i n s t t h e a c c u s a t i o n con-
c e r n i n g Gen. R e y e s w e r e made . Mon-
temore los , San Nico las Hidalgo, Mina, 
C a d e r e y t a , AJlende a n d Gral . T e r a n 
con t r i bu t ed to s u c h p r o t e s t s . A m o n g 
the p r o t e s t s i s a l so a l e t t e r , s igned by 
2'j o p p o n e n t s of Gen. R e y e s , w h o s i d e 
with j u s t i c e and p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t h e 
f a l s e accusa t i on . 

A t t h e head of t h e m u l t i t u d e of 
p r o t e s t s b r o u g h t o u t by t h e accusa t ion 
a g a i n s t Gen. R e y e s is t h a t m a d e by 

~.w Depu t i e s f o r t h e S t a t e of Nuevo 
Leon to t h e C h a m b e r of Depu t i e s of 
t h e N a t i o n a l Congres s . I t r e a d s a s 
fo l lows: 

" In t h e r e c e n t sess ion , he ld on t h e 
2Cth of t h e p r e s e n t m o n t h , a n accusa-
t i o n w a s p r e s e n t e d b e f o r e t h i s body 
by t h e L ibera l Club ' P o n c i a n o A r -
r iaga ' a g a i n s t Gen. B e r n a r d o R e y e s , 
Gove rno r of N u e v o Leon, which S t a t e 
w e h a v e t h e h o n o r to r e p r e s e n t . N o t 



w i t h s t a n d i n g t h a t in t h e p r e a m b l e of 
t h i s d o c u m e n t va r ious a c t s a re se t 
for th , des igna ted as g r a v e c r imes , at-
t r i b u t e d -to th i s official , t h e y do not , 
a s migh t h e expec ted , fo rm a basis fo r 
t h e c h a r g e s m a d e , b u t m e r e l y s e r v e 
to show t h e malevolence and malig-
ni ty of t h e accuse r s . Fo r th i s reason 
they do not d e s e r v e our cons idera t ion . 
In r e spec t t o the d i r e c t c h a r g e s , how-
ever , i t is d i f f e r en t . T h e i r n a t u r e is 
such a s to r equ i re o u r immed ia t e in-
t e rven t ion . f o r f e a r t h a t o u r s i lence 
m i g h t be cons t rued a s a pass ive con 
firmation. o r a tac i t confess ion of ou r 
unwi l l ingness t o comply wi th ou r most, 
s ac red dut ies . 

" T h e accusers , echo ing the f a l s e 
and ca lumnious fab les invented by 
t h e ag i t a to r s in Nuevo Leon, and 
the i r m o r e o r less s i n c e r e accom-
pl ices in the Oity of Mexico, a c c u s e 
Gen. Reyes of h a v i n g b r o k e n up, by 
m e a n s of a rmed torce, a p a r a d e of h i s 
Tolitical opponents , held for t h e pur-
pose of ce leb ra t ing t h e a n n i v e r s a r y of 
t h e glorious victory of t h e 2nd of 
Apri l ; of c aus ing police and so ld iers 
d i s t r ibu ted in t h e s t r e e t s and on t h e 
roofs of s u r r o u n d i n g bui ldings to fire 
in to t h e c rowd. To t h i s s t a r t l i n g 
6tory they add s t a t e m e n t s of im-
pr i sonment s , o r d e r s f o r assass ina t ion , 
etc., s o m e ser ious , s o m e a b s u r d , but 
ell Showing malevolence and venom. 

"I t s e e m s a l m o s t beyond belief t h a t 
h i s to ry could be so falsif ied, f a c t s so 
changed and t r u t h so disguised, so 

* shor t ly a f t e r an occurence , especially 
when communica t ion is now ins tan t ly 
possible and ra i l roads b r ing c i t ies so 
c lose toge the r . I t a lso seems pass ing 
si r ange t h a t so l i t t le respect should 
b e shown t h e Nat ional Representa-
t ion a s t o br ing to i ts knowledge such 
a ser ies of defamat ions , whose simple 

p resen ta t ion should exci te the indig-
na t ion of all j u s t and impar t ia l men. 

" T h e Deputa t ion f r o m Nuevo Leon, 
the m a j o r i t y of whose m e m b e r s were 
in Monte rey a t t he t ime of the occur-
rence r e fe r r ed to , now formal ly 
m a k e s known to th i s liody tha t t h e 
s t a t e m e n t s made by the Ponciano Ar-
r iaga Club a re wholly false, and 
would dese rve no th ing but contempt 
did dhoy not. disclosc such grave guil t 
on the p a r t of the or ig inators . 

" T h e t ru th is t h a t t h e opposit ion to 
Gen. Reyes , which in this accusat ion 
is m a d e to a p p e a r t h e victim of an 
official a t t ack , hypocrit ically mixing 
their pet ty in te res t s with the ce lebra 
tion of a great Nationa.1 t r iumph, ap 
paren t ly p repared for the proceed 
ings. of which they now complain, be 
fo rehand , a r m i n g themselves , spread-
ing a l a rming informat ion th roughout 
the ci ty , and boldly announc ing 'that 
blood wold flow on the morning of the 
2nd of April. 

" T h e d isgraceful occur rence of the 
day ment ioned is a t t r ibu ted solely to 
th i s s a m e opposit ion, t h e member s 
e i the r p rovoking whait happened by 
t he i r a t t i t u d e and contempt, foe publ ic 
order , o r de l ibera te ly p l ann ing the 
en t i r e p roceed ing which resul ted in 
t h e m u r d e r of seve ra l policemen and 
the acc identa l ki l l ing and wounding 
of several men in the crowd. 

" I t is not the des i re of the Nuevo 
Leon Deputa t ion to p r e j u d i c e t h e 
opinion of t h e Chamber in respec t to 
this -matter, f o r the m e m b e r s n e i t h e r 
h a v e the r igh t to do so, nor would it. 
be judic ious t o become involved in a 
proceeding, which h a s been regu la r ly 
and p roper ly t aken up, be fore the 
t ime prescr ibed by the Regulat ions . 
They only d e m a n d t h a t t he ac t ion of 
th i s Honorab le Body be awai ted , when 

they feel t h a t t h e pos i t ion they h a v e 
t a k e n will be just if ied and t h e i r good 
n a m e s sus t a ined . 

- I t is incont rover t ib le t h a t , if t h e 
s t a t e m e n t s made in th i s accusa t ion 
w e r e t r u e , i t would be t h e duty of the 
r ep re sen t a t i ve s of Nuevo Leon in -this 
Honorab le Body, more t h a n t h a t of 
anv o t h e r s , to impeach the Governor 
o f ' t h a t S t a t e for m a l f e a s a n c e in of-
fice. 

" T h e people of Nuevo Leon have 
con fe r r ed on t h e m e m b e r s of th re 
Deputa t ion their r ep re sen ta t ion ; they 
a re bound to ma in ta in inviolable the 
r igh t s of the people who elected t h e m 
to the posi t ions they occupy. 

••Our silence, there fore , would mer i t 
t h e s h a r p e s t censure , indicat ing ea b-
ei- a lack of knowledge of out duty 
or complicity in the in t r igue , e s p * 
ciallv a s the ind iv idua l s who have 
- , e d the i r voices before this House, 
acsmning our func t ions and pre tend-

n g to k n o w th ings which have n o 

for such ac t ion, ^ u W m ^ ^ 
of duty on our par t - This l , 

reason we have deemed i t 
to c lear ly s t a t e ou r P O ^ i n 

m a t t e r of th i s a c c u s a t i o n A -
o rde r tha t t he re may b e no mi ^ 
s t and ing , we announce J h 
s i lence up to th i s t ime has s tgn 
ne i the r pass ive con ^ 
c h a r g e s made aga ins t t h e 
N u e v o Leon nor submiss ive * ^ 
a n c e of t hem. W e have n o t « 
our voices because the c n m e s aUege 
a t Monterey do not ex i s t o u * W e t t * 
imag ina t ions of a group of 

1 « * ma le f ac to r s ; ^ ^ a t t e r 8 

been sa id re la t ive to these u. i 

h a s b e e n t h e r e su l t of a n m a m o u s 
intr igue, conduc ted by a h a n d f u l of 
Politicians, bl inded by ambi t ion and 
impel led by jea lous h a t r e d ; because 
our pos i t ions a s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
the people of Nuevo Leon, whom they 
a t t e m p t to m a k e a p p e a r as v icHms of 
u n j u s t t r e a t m e n t and s a v a g e a s s a u . 
1» not. on the level of sucn scci .dal 
mongers, but on t h e s i d e of t r u t ^ jus-
tice and r ight . W e l eave to i e a c 
cuse rs in th i s m a t t e r * e s a t , s action 
of h a v i n g brought, to the a t t e ^ j n * 
, b i s Assembly t h e m o s t colossal dc 

i„ >ihP h is tory of the Repub-

^ *he a t t e n t i o n o ! t h i s g » « 

audience . 

" S u b s e q u e n t even ts will show 
whe the r de f ama to ry and s landerous 
accusat ions , which a re p roh ib i ted and 
pun ishab le unde r t h e p e n a code a r e 
m e a n s for r evenge permi t t ed t n t h i s 
Hall ; w h e t h e r such ac t s c e a s e to be-
come pun ishab le a s c r imes b e f o r e t h e 
Congress of t h e Nat ion. If h e r . a s 
e l sewhere , they a r e c r imes , t h e y 
should be severe ly dea l t wi th ,par t ic-
ularly as they *ou ld t h e n cons t i t u t e 

o u t r a g e on th i s Honorab le A3-

sembly. 
"In t h e mean t ime , we d i s cha rge our 

duty by he r ewi th fo rmal ly dec la r ing 
that, t h e cha rges b rought by the Pon-
c iano Ar r i aga Club a g a i n s t t he Gov-
ernor of Nuevo Leon a r e abso lu te ly 
fa l se and libellous, and t h i s docu-
ment is f r amed to s e t fo r th our posi-
t ion in the ma t t e r . 

" W e beg of the Assembly t h a t t h i s 
d o c u m e n t be s e n t t o t h e F i r s t Com-
miss ion of the Grand Ju ry , t h e mem-
b e r s of w t t c b a r e a l r eady proceeding 



with t h e inves t iga t ion of th i s m a t t e r . 
"Ha l l of Ses s ions of t h e C h a m b e r of 

Deput ies , 
"Mexico, Apri l 22nd, 1903. 

"Francisco Martinez Baca, 
"Manuel Serrano, 
"Jesus Maria Cerda, 
"L. Sepulveda, 
"Jose Lopez Portillo y Rojas." 

Gen. Reyes i s not a lone , and fu r the r -
m o r e is no t weak . H e will s e e t h e 
b lack wave so fu r ious ly l aunched 
a g a i n s t h im d i s a p p e a r wi thou t leav-
ing a s ingle s t a i n . 

T r u t h and j u s t i c e a r e e t e r n a l and 
will p r e v a i l . 

As w a s saw! in t h e beg inn ing : 

H i s t o r y cam n o t be o b l i t e r a t e d n o r 
can f a c t s be c h a n g e d . N e i t h e r c a n 
t h a t which is c r imina l be c o n v e r t e d 
into that, w h i c h is good, s imp ly be-
c a u s e t h o s e w h o a r e i n t e r e s t ed in s o 
doing e i t h e r d o molt, o r wtill not , rec-
ogn ize t h e t r u t h . 

F u t u r e e v e n t s in connec t ion w i t h 
t h i s ' m a t t e r will m o r e c l ea r ly r e v e a l 
t h e t r u t h a n d b r i n g to Ju s t i c e i t s 

[ p r o p e r h o m a g e . 

Just Action By Certain Opponents of Gen. Reyes. 
F r o m "E l E s p e c t a d o r " is t a k e n the 

•following a r t i c l e : 
" M o n t e r e y , Apri l 28th, 1903. 

Di . R a m o n Trev ino , 
" D i r e c t o r of El E s p e o t a d o r , 

"Ci ty . 

" D e a r S i r : — F o r t h e c o n f u s i o n of 
c e r t a i n pe r sons , who, we a r e so r ry to 

• say , a r e n a t i v e s of Mexico, we beg t o 
h a n d you h e r e w i t h a l e t t e r r ece ived 
by us, s igned by va r ious g e n t l e m e n 
of t h e oppos i t ion , r e l a t i ve t o t h e dis-
g r a c e f u l o c c u r r e n c e of t h e 2nd of t h i s 
m o n t h , f o r pub l ica t ion i n y o u r fear-
less da i ly if you d e e m t h e s a m e con-
s i s t en t . W e a r e 

"Your s t ru ly , 
"Florentino Cantu, 
"R-cardo B. Panza." 

- I n compl iance w i t h t h e r e q u e s t of 
t h e t r a n s m i t t e r s , t h e l e t t e r a d d r e s s e d 
t o t h e m fo l lows : 

" 'Mon te r ey . Apr i l 23rd, 1903. 

" 'Mess r s . F l o r e n t i n o C a n t u a n d Ricar-

do B. P a n z a , 
« ' G e n t l e m e n : - T o t h e va r ious con-

fidential quedt ibns , w h i c h , based u p o n 
cu r f r i endsh ip , you h a v e p u t to us, we 
t e k e P l easu re in r e p l y i n g a s fo l lows : 

.. ' F i r s t — W e a r e n o t in f a v o r of Gen. 
ReveS' re-elect ion a s Governor of 
Nuevo Leon, not because w e do not 
cons ide r h im d e s e r v i n g of t h a t exal t -
ed honor , bu t b e c a u s e we bel ieve, m 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h Ar t i c l e 81 of t h e 
S t a t e Cons t i tu t ion , t h a t h e is debar-
red f r o m re-elect ion, a n d b e c a u s e we 
would p r e f e r t o see in h i s p l a c e a son 
cf N u e v o Leon . 

" ' S e c o n d — W e w e r e at Porf i r io Diaz 
p a r k a m o n g the p a r t i c i p a n t s of the 
ce l eb ra t ion on t h e m o r n i n g of t h e 
2nd of April , and we re a t P l a z a 
¿aragozfc a t t h e t i m e of t h e « ^ g r a c e -

ful o c c u r r e n c e of t h a t d a t e , which w e 

a l l s i nce re ly r e g r e t . 

.. "Th i rd—Some of us we re on horse-
back in f r o n t of the Cas ino bui ld ing 
a t t h e h o u r of the riot, and can t e s t i f y 
t h a t no t a s ing le s h o t was fired f r o m 
t h e bui ld ing . Had t h e r e been firmg 
f r o m t h e bui ld ing it is only reason-
ab le t h a t some of us, f o rming t h e 
l ine in f ron t , would h a v e fal len. T h e 
s a m e can be sa id of t h e Munic ipal 
P a l a c e f r o m where , w e know, no 
sho t s w e r e fired. And he re , we of t h e 
Cava l rv , w i sh to a n n o u n c e that, we 
w e r e no t c o m m a n d e d by p o l t r o o n s 
e n d c o w a r d s , l ike Car los Lea l I s . a 
and A n d r e s Viter i , w h o w e r e t a k e n 
by i d o l f o Garc ia F l o r e s f r o m u n d e r 
a " pi le of rubb i sh in t h e r i v e r bed 

a f t e r t h e riot. 
« T o u r t h - W e w e n t t o t h e demon-

s t r a t i o n a t t h e A l a m e d a t h i n k i n g t h a t 
n r e l a t ed t o a N a t i o n a l ce l eb ra t ion , 
and t h e only chief we recognized w a s 
ou r a b l e f r i e n d , Don Miguel Morelos-
Za ragoza . 

" ' F i f t h — W e r e i t e r a t e t h a t w e w e n t 
to t h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n b e c a u s e w e un-
d e r s t o o d - t h a t it w a s exclus ively m 
honor of t h e h e r o of t h e g ' o r ious bat-
U e of t h e 2nd of April . 1867. t o r e n d e r 
t h e h o n o r and love we fee l f o r ou r 
g r e a t P r e s i d e n t . Genera , of D m s j o n 
Don Porf i r io Diaz, and we had no t t h e 
s l i gh t e s t i n t ima t ion of w h a t w a s to 

fol low. 
.. ' S i x t h — W e c a n s t a t e in a b s o ^ e 

of t t 
pan ts in t h e J e m c a ^ b y ^ 

m o r n i n g Leon E lec to ra l 
m e m t ^ n t he re we re many intoxi-
Convent ion , t he re t h e s e 
ca ted persons , a n d W» 



with t h e inves t iga t ion of th i s m a t t e r . 
"Ha l l of Ses s ions of t h e C h a m b e r of 

Deput ies , 
"Mexico, Apri l 22nd, 1903. 

"Francisco Martinez Baca, 
"Manuel Serrano, 
"Jesus Maria Cerda, 
"L. Sepulveda, 
"Jose Lopez Portillo y Rojas." 

Gen. Reyes is not a lone , and fu r the r -
m o r e is no t weak . H e will s e e t h e 
b lack wave so fu r ious ly l aunched 
a g a i n s t h im d i s a p p e a r wi thou t leav-
ing a s ingle s t a i n . 

T r u t h and j u s t i c e a r e e t e r n a l and 
will p r e v a i l . 

As w a s saw! in t h e beg inn ing : 

H i s t o r y cam n o t be o b l i t e r a t e d n o r 
can f a c t s be c h a n g e d . N e i t h e r c a n 
t h a t which is c r imina l be c o n v e r t e d 
into that, w h i c h is good, s imp ly be-
c a u s e t h o s e w h o a r e i n t e r e s t ed in s o 
doing e i t h e r d o molt, o r wtill not , rec-
ogn ize t h e t r u t h . 

F u t u r e e v e n t s in connec t ion w i t h 
t h i s ' m a t t e r will m o r e c l ea r ly r e v e a l 
t h e t r u t h a n d b r i n g to Ju s t i c e i t s 

[ p r o p e r h o m a g e . 

Just Action By Certain Opponents of Gen. Reyes. 
F r o m "E l E s p e c t a d o r " is t a k e n the 

•following a r t i c l e : 
" M o n t e r e y , Apri l 28th, 1903. 

Di . R a m o n Trev ino , 
" D i r e c t o r of El E s p e o t a d o r , 

"Ci ty . 

" D e a r S i r : — F o r t h e c o n f u s i o n of 
c e r t a i n pe r sons , who, we a r e so r ry to 

• say , a r e n a t i v e s of Mexico, we beg t o 
h a n d you h e r e w i t h a l e t t e r r ece ived 
by us, s igned by va r ious g e n t l e m e n 
of t h e oppos i t ion , r e l a t i ve t o t h e dis-
g r a c e f u l o c c u r r e n c e of t h e 2nd of t h i s 
m o n t h , f o r pub l ica t ion i n y o u r fear-
less da i ly if you d e e m t h e s a m e con-
s i s t en t . W e a r e 

"Your s t ru ly , 
"Florentino Cantu, 
"R-cardo B. Panza." 

- I n compl iance w i t h t h e r e q u e s t of 
t h e t r a n s m i t t e r s , t h e l e t t e r a d d r e s s e d 
t o t h e m fo l lows : 

" 'Mon te r ey . Apr i l 23rd, 1903. 

" 'Mess r s . F l o r e n t i n o C a n t u a n d Ricar-

do B. P a n z a , 
« ' G e n t l e m e n : - T o t h e va r ious con-

fidential quedt ibns , •which, based upon 
cu r f r i endsh ip , you h a v e p u t to us, we 
t e k e P l easu re in r e p l y i n g a s fo l lows : 

.. ' F i r s t — W e a r e n o t in f a v o r of Gen. 
ReveS' re-elect ion a s Governor of 
Nuevo Leon, not because w e do not 
cons ide r h im d e s e r v i n g of t h a t exal t -
ed honor , bu t b e c a u s e we bel ieve, m 
a c c o r d a n c e wi th Ar t i c l e 81 of t h e 
S t a t e Cons t i tu t ion , t h a t h e is debar-
red f r o m re-elect ion, a n d b e c a u s e we 
would p r e f e r t o see in h i s p l a c e a son 
cf N u e v o Leon . 

" ' S e c o n d — W e w e r e at Porf i r io Diaz 
p a r k a m o n g the p a r t i c i p a n t s of the 
ce l eb ra t ion on t h e m o r n i n g of t h e 
2nd of April , and we re a t P l a z a 
¿aragozfc a t t h e t i m e of t h e « ^ g r a c e -

ful o c c u r r e n c e of t h a t d a t e , which w e 

a l l s i nce re ly r e g r e t . 

.. "Th i rd—Some of us we re on horse-
back in f r o n t of the Cas ino bui ld ing 
a t t h e h o u r of the riot, and can t e s t i f y 
t h a t no t a s ing le s h o t was fired f r o m 
t h e bui ld ing . Had t h e r e been firmg 
f r o m t h e bui ld ing it is only reason-
ab le t h a t some of us, f o rming t h e 
l ine in f ron t , would h a v e fal len. T h e 
s a m e can be sa id of t h e Munic ipal 
P a l a c e f r o m where , w e know, no 
sho t s w e r e fired. And he re , we of t h e 
Cava l rv , w i sh to a n n o u n c e that, we 
w e r e no t c o m m a n d e d by p o l t r o o n s 
e n d c o w a r d s , l ike Car los Lea l I s . a 
and A n d r e s Viter i , w h o w e r e t a k e n 
by i d o l f o Garc ia F l o r e s f r o m u n d e r 
a" pi le of r u b b i s h in t h e r i v e r bed 

a f t e r t h e riot. 
« T o u r t h - W e w e n t t o t h e demon-

s t r a t i o n a t t h e A l a m e d a t h i n k i n g t h a t 
n r e l a t ed t o a N a t i o n a l ce l eb ra t ion , 
and t h e only chief we recognized w a s 
ou r a b l e f r i e n d , Don Miguel Morelos-
Za ragoza . 

" ' F i f t h — W e r e i t e r a t e t h a t w e w e n t 
to t h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n b e c a u s e w e un-
d e r s t o o d - t h a t it w a s exclus ively m 
honor of t h e h e r o of t h e g ' o r ious bat-
U e of t h e 2nd of April . 1867. t o r e n d e r 
t h e h o n o r and love we fee l f o r ou r 
g r e a t P r e s i d e n t . Genera , of D m s j o n 
Don Porf i r io Diaz, and we had no t t h e 
s l i gh t e s t i n t ima t ion of w h a t w a s to 

fol low. 
.. ' S i x t h — W e c a n s t a t e in a b s o ^ e 

pants in h e J e m o ^ b y t h < j 

m o r n i n g Leon E lec to ra l 
m e m t ^ n t he re we re many intoxi-
Convent ion , t he re t h e s e 
ca ted persons , a n d W» 



w a s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e b e g i n n i n g of 
t h e r i o t t h a t f o l l o w e d . 

" ' S e v e n t h — W e g l a d l y t a k e t h e op-
p o r t u n i t y t o do j u s t i c e to t h e Ch ie f 
of Po l i ce , b y s t a t i n g t h a t h e c o n d u c t -
ed h i m s e l f i n a m o s t m e r i t o r i o u s m a n -
n e r , d o i n g all t h a t w a s p o s s i b l e to 
p r e s e r v e o r d e r a n d u r g i n g o n h i s sub -
o r d i n a t e s t h e g r e a t e s t p r u d e n c e . 

" ' E i g h t h — W e a r e f o r p e a c e , o r d e r 
a n d h a r m o n y , a n d wish , f o r t h e h o n o r 
of o u r S t a t e , t h a t t h e p r e s s a b s t a i n 
f r o m e x p l o i t i n g t h i s u n f o r t u n a t e oc-
c u r r e n c e , f o r w h i c h in n o w a y w a s 
o u r a u t h o r i t i e s t o b l a m e . 

" ' W e h e r e b y a u t h o r i z e y o u t o m a k e 
s u c h u s e of t h i s l e t t e r a s you s e e fit, 

" ' W e a r e 

" ' R e s p e c t f u l l y y o u r s , 
' J u s t o C o r t e s , l im i lo R o r d i g u e z , 

F e l i p e J. Padilla. , N . G a r c i a G a r z a , 
M a n u e l F l o r e s , A n t o n i o Ova l l e , J u l i o 
M a r i n a , M a r c i a n o G o m e z , M a n u e l E. 
G a r z a , C e s a r e o C a n t u Trevnno, Dan ie l 
C a n t u . J o s é R. C a n t u , S e v e r o Mendo-
za E s c o b e d o , P e d r o G a r z a , D o n a c i a n o 
Vera j s t egu i , F e d e r i c o A r r e o l a , A m a d o r 
B o c a n e g r a , E z e q q u i e l S. G a r c i a , El i -
g io R a m i r e z , E . S a n c h e z M a r t i n e z , 
P e d r o S a u c e d a , H . A r v a l o G r e g o r i o 

R a m i r e z G a r z a , F r a n c i s c o D e l g a d o , 
P e d r o N i e t o , L o r e n z o ' S i lva , Esp i r i -
d i o n J . M a r t i n e z , D a n i e l E s p i n o s a , 
P a s c u a l T o r r e s . ' " 

T h e f o r e g o i n g l e t t e r s e t s f o r t h t h e 
m a n i f e s t m e n d a c i t y of t h e n e w s p a -
p e r s " E l P a i s , " " D i a r i o de l H o g a r " a n d 
" M o n i t o r , " w h i c h s t a t e d , i n p u b l i s h -
ing a c c o u n t s of t h e r i o t of A p r i l 2nd , 
las t , t h a t f r o m t h e M u n i c i p a l P a l a c e 
a n d C a s i n o b u i l d i n g t h e m e n , w h o s e 
c o n d u c t b r o u g h t a b o u t t h e r i o t , w e r e 
fired o n . 

S lowly , b u t s u r e l y , t h e m a l e v o l e n t 
i n t e n t i o n s , born a n d n o u r i s h e d in a 
ho tbed of c r i m i n a l int i- igue, a r e b e i n g 
e x p o s e d . 

T h e n e w s p a p e r s h e r e i n r e f e r r e d to , 
e c h o i n g t h o s e w h i c h w e r e v o i c i n g 
s l a n d e r a n d j e a l o u s h a t r e d in t h e i r 
c o l u m n s , a t t e m p t e d t h e c o n t e m p t i b l e 
t a s k of d e f a m i n g t h e a u t h o r i t i e s a n d 
people of N u e v o L e o n . 

T o d a y , h o w e v e r , f a c t s a r e s e e n in 
t he i r t r u e l igh t . T h e l e t t e r r e f e r r e d 
to p l a c e s e a c h in i t s p r o p e r s p h e r e — 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t of N u e v o L e o n i n i t s 
o w n d i g n i f i e d p o s i t i o n — t h e v i t u p e r a -
t ive s c a n d a l m o n g e r s in t h e d e p t h s 
which t n e y h a v e c h o s e n f o r t h e i r 
•abode. 

APPENDIX. 

T h e f o l l o w i n g is t h e o f f i c i a l d e c l a r a -
t i o n of t h e C h a m b e r of D e p u t i e s i n 
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e a c c u s a t i o n filed 
a g a i n s t Gen . B e r n a r d o R e y e s , Gov-
e r n o r of N u e v o L e o n : 

" S e c r e t a r y of t h e C h a m b e r of D e p u -
t i e s of t h e C o n g r e s s of t h e U n i o n , 
Mexico . S e c t i o n of A r c h i v e s No . 347. 

" T h e C h a m b e r of D e p u t i e s of t h e 
C o n g r e s s of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s of 
Mex ico , i n e x e r c i s e of t h e f a c u l t y con-
c e d e d u n d e r A r t i c l e 72, L e t t e r A a n d 
I n s e r t V a n d 105, of t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n 
r e f o r m e d o n t h e 13 th of N o v e m b e r , 
1S74 

" D E C L A R E : T h a t t h e c i t i z e n Gov-
e r n o r of t h e S t a t e of N u e v o L e o n , 
Gen . B e r n a r d o R e y e s , is n o t g u i l t y of 
t h e o f f i c i a l c r i m e of v i o l a t i o n of in -
d i v i d u a l g u a r a n t e e s , a n d a t t a c k s 
a g a i n s t p e r s o n a l s u f f r a g e , of w h i c h 
h e h a s b e e n a c c u s e d by Cami l i o Ar -
r i a g a , A n t o n i o D i a z S o t o y G a m a a n d 
a s s o c i a t e s . 

" M e x i c o , M a y 29th , 1903." 




