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Military Services of Geueral Reyes.

the military of Mexico|
played

prominent Art

Among

men

few have a more uclive and

than Gen. Bernardo

Reyes, Govercr ol Nuevo Leon.

of

of the Repuhlic. His opportunities and

His career is a part the history

achievements are recorded. The facts

stand and can not be changed.
like every other public man of

rence, (Gen. Reves has his de-

ors. In Mexico, as in every coun-

iment, the|
is used as the principal avenue |
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ore, that there are news
least, all
per men—acting under the

Republican

ttack on pul men, is only |

-, at eged news
influence
or jealousy, or as
s inspired by simila
impudent

writers wh

personal

and enougl

assail him. It is such
cok to betittle Gen, Reyes' military
and impeach his administration

Nu

carest

as Governor of evo Leon. ‘
the |
ig concerned, there is but need

Lthe

In far as Bernardo Reyes,

fexico’s history for

Reves
When
forces

boy that Gen

military career

Republican in

Intervention he was

of age From the begin

+ end of that patriotic strug

the dark hours when the

0 bravely waged un

the

Bernardo

and
the

Imperial
Reyves,

found

equal
French
ful

Wi
irnes
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the
and

Ll oldier, was Lo

the Independent army, ghting in

States of Zacatecas and Jalisco

participating in the engagemenis of

Calvilio and Villa Nueva. Later, hav-

ing bheen from Second to
of Cavalry, he as-
sisted in the bloody capture of Zam-
ora. and then, with the Western forces,
to which he belonged, moved against
Queretaro. In the latter memorable

was wounded in a

promoted

first Lieatenant

engagement he
hand-to-hend fight.
The fortunes of war next led him
become attached to a column of
which, observing the move-
ments of Marquez, contributed to the
victory against the Lieutenant of the
fmperial army, in the engagement of
3an Lorenzo. this engagement
tieut, Reyes received a bayonet
vound, but notwithstanding his injury
he took part in the beginning of the
siege of Mexico. He returned to Que-
at the of the so called

‘Drama of the Bmpire.”

The Republic triumphant, the ser-
the
next called for in Sinaloa—in the year
1868—where a rebellion against the
jovernment in progress. His
-ampaigning there extended into 1869,
the year was sent
o Zacatecas and Tamaulipas on a
similar mission, For his bravery and
the he was
romoted to the rank of Captain
Near the the eampaign in
Zacatecas the young Lleutenant, thea
third

encounter.

Lo

cavalry,

In

‘etaro close

vices of then Lieut. Reyes were

was

ind following he

in latter service

SUCCesS
end of

20 years of age, received a

1

but

wound a hand-to-hand
In the quelling of the Zacatecas trou-
ble he distinguished himself in a bril-
not only by frequent

of his well known
but also his ability as a
stra st. A notable instance of this
was the saving of an ammunition train

of the troop to which he belonged

ant manner,
demonstrations

braver) in




GEN. BERNARDO REVES
RDO REYES AND HIS DETRACTORS.

falling -

powerful force of the en I two places higher in military rank, | 4pon py President Diaz to take the
In 1873, at Mojoner . Ll heing commissioned a Bricadier Gen- |office of Minister of War. While
ing A!lli!:!n'!'-m\' hor — o out that 1 the vernment eral. gerving in that distinguished capacity,
ed by the savage Following his return from Sinaloa, vith the approval of the Chief Execu-

Was bk 5 ; ; i
as elevated to Gen. Reyes was given command of|tive, he issued certain weill directed

the First Military 7Zone. He subse orders looking to the ending of the

tm.'n Commandesr: i ‘orfiric Diaz i Diaz was
B I.w '.1“".':"" to which\the serviegs of TR ITEC O MBS blie, and quently started an active ocampaign sivilizing wars in Sonora and Yuca-
sernardo | Reyes te ‘._,“‘\,v_(_:_;:“;; M his first acts as Chief acainst the Apaches in Sonora, and,|tan. ~And, as Minister of War, he at-
In:}r' gave recogniti SN § vas 1o Ce ol ide the 1 with the consent of the Government, |& acted to Mexieo the attention of the
i“f.’;j;}:' ;1:“‘![!-’ ' campaign ¢ .-: htth : y fallen arranged some grave local difficulties antire ("i\"xli.‘l.wl world .l»)' raising the

le the field 1\ Ear. roment. Among in that State. He then took command standard of the Mexican army, by
Coldne )y ; yes, whose rank as of the Sixth Military Zone with head- |swakening patriotism &mONg the

N quarters at San Luis Potosi. From youth of Mexico, and by grasping with
was sent to the Northern | the hand of a master every opportu-

he also satisfactorily | nity to enhance the military strength

mander he was
snder he was made honotary
1E1€ Y, , -
enant Colonel, In one of the confirmed by
engage snte | arh 3 -
_Thx'xm.l,_ in-which he participat there he
il epie. at Santias , g ¢ : ’ i
pie, at Santiago Ixcuintla, he i ) . frontier, where
fired on at arm’ My o specials commissions 3 " Z . it F i
on at arm’s length, and, @ h | the it ONs WO execule, al adjusted some political difficulties. and consequent standing of the Mexi-
> A prompiness 1d i § i
= : and success witl He ended his work by generously par-|can Republic.
|

wounded, he rout
. rottel QR
which they were carried

\ re: carried ou n hin doning hundreds of men who surren-| 1o the same year that he was called

many  of

1
my in almost hand-t

o-hand combat he 1 e (%
At [tBat time s nRE wa i : e rank of Colonel in tl ST i . : Sl e | Mexic == - o
1S 1 vas the war | arms gl dered to him unconditionally 1n Mon- | to Mexico City to become Minister of

vv| ot lthie Bolten : ! : . > > -
ry of the soldiers b £ " terey, December 1. 1885, and who had | War, Gen. Reyes, on the eve of com-

yation was eiven t <D b ol gyves next saw active servi 7 : : < R P . ’
| aspgiven TARpR AW ACUVE SErvic riddled his clothes with pullets and|pleting 20 years of falthful service as

Lo

character, resoluticn : S in the northern part of the Republi : . : _— 1
aracter, resoluticn ¢ of the Republic killled five soldiers who u(»omnmumﬂa Brigadier General, was promoted to

purpose was

dr;.h”n#r;lrﬂi by an .occurrence in la Huasteca, lam, shooting at a distance of only the high office of General of Division
\'Hli‘llr'('IiU“ with awetreat of the Gov- T . there he six meters. Following this he subju- | In this promotion Bernardo Reyes, the
""!“Mm tronDs,, The rel L was ar TErTOT - against e, Rami gated innumerable gangs of rwnsm-'sv‘.l--len,\ing. brave a&nd patriotie sol
rapged at a counvil 1 among other en cious gharacters, thereby bringing dier of the Nation, reached the apex

zagements .

urrred that of to the Frontier States. lgi a glorious military career. When

peace

mi arv an ~ 2 . S >
filitary ‘an Gen, Reyes' next military achieve: [he resigned as Minister of War, near
vas to intervene, in 1893, with |the end of 1902, he also presentsd his

nof /bring himselft

- but Col
Reves could not
1 it Aerar
o i Aecordingly We requested \and
ed consem it . arms. In
: ithdraw from | this engage O > ! ment
the comimand of o : AT SRS ’" eves had W - 1 1 i 3 1 ivial
T BN oL ] 5 ALK the consent oL the Federal Govern- | resignation as General of Division, but
he forces alluded n ut r hir 1 T i : i § 4
g : RGO L ELLLT : ty [ f e s s x ment, in & mosl efficient and penefi- | this resignation of a position secured
in local trouble which | by a life-time ol efficient service was

pic, and Col. Rey¢ T PR LA 1 Notwitl
, after firs manner

a victory ov t . ‘ = oA junr pe 5 . = \
L r the el abre ‘_ disturbed the State of Coahuila. The |not accepted by the President of the

ouble was terminated by his inter Republic, ever & ( cerner of justice.

cbarge, ret 3 Bt y [ L - narse l,“leadin ¢
hend of an advanee br X n atzala iree. pirt ) OE o
) I adyane g A - - vention, those who had raised the flag 'he o

ol v,/ madi Y fforta of the malcontent news-
}"uun.‘. :.11,1 the Tepic camps artilles L Ak N { of rebellion surrendering  their arms gaper writers to halittie the military
BARELEIVIVERANG sUoionel 3 his was k. ; to him achievements of Gen. Reoyves—achisve-

: has been stated, these factg con- |snents which stand for a life devoted

with a detachment f > el I ho

ald of S.mal t : ‘ e nemy had | the ad - - : i

9" DA GR-platadl gec- | vant . cerning the military career of @en.|to the service of hig couniry—engen-
ory of Re-|der only & focling of ocontempl. To

General in oo ind Bt ¢ : b nd _nu srad ;
o§al Ji opranan It fully | thi 2 Reyes are a part Ol the hist
\piace thelr antecedsnts in the balance

publican Mexico They stand in com
plete refutation. ol the statements of | agalnst “his antecedents, their preten-

RIS S ), | AN 0 those who endeavor o make light of | sions @®zainst his acoomplishments,
e 3" L o the military Services of Gen., Reyes would serve O show how far above

AT : : prizon i Q . - ated o) to his Nation. It was hecause of his | them towers the man they asaall—
tuored was gre v e 3 . el b4 Wover I \ Hot 113 1 8 - 3 > i1
i was greater than the troops he 'nardo R uat Ber- oot apility along military lines | from what depths they cry out againt

advanced i len. Rey in 1900, wag called | him.
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GEN. BERNARDO REYES

ground. It is suffice to give certair
figures which speak eloguently of the
Lenefits aceruing to the people of the
State under his administration.

In 1885, when Gen. Reyes 100F
charge of the Government, the estl
mated Tevenue of the State was $§92.
000, and it had been necessary for the
preceding administration to colleet an
additional $16,000 in taxes to cover &
deficit in expenses.

Two years later the revenue of the
State had doubled, by virtue of which
fact it was possible to increase 'the
force in the branch of Public Instrue:
tion, apply more than $50,000 to the
betterment of  Monterey. and leave a
cash surplus of $20,000/in the Treas-
ury.

In the year 1891 frem $92,000 the
receipts of the State reached the sum
ol $220,000. During that year some

taxes were lowered while others were
ig

abolished. Notwithstanding the fact
that notable betterments were made
in various State branches, and a large
amount /expended in’ public improve-
ments,/ the surplus' cash ‘on  hand
anmounted o $30,000.

In 1895 the State receipts were still
further increased, and the excess cash
on hand in the Treasury reached the
sum of $Tu,lu]n,

During the four' years following,
terminating with' 1899, the financ
branch of the State Government was
mml" estahlished on a safe basis, ad-

were made to all the public

services of the State, and it was pos-

rote to public improve-

ments $135,000 out of the cash in the
Treasury

The taxes, through which these ben-
efits and betterments were accom-
plished, were not raised, the average
per capita taxation being estimated at |

651g cents,

:1!!

At the beginning of the Reyes ad-
ainistration, in 1885, few cities of
Juevo leon even covered their ex-
enses. Monterey, the capital and eity
f by far the greatest revenue, OWe ed
sven its sehool teachers their salaries
‘or no less than four months.

By 1887, two years later, the re-
weipts and disbursements of the vari-
us cities had not only adjusted them-
olves. but at was possible, by virtue

f supplus receipts, to add materially
‘L:) the Public Instruction fund.
| | In 1890 the receipts of the various
\ cities of the State amounted
$605,000,
The disbursements in the same year
amounted’ 10.......enc.n.. $548,000,
Resulting in a surplus of... $57,000.
In 1895 the annual receipts were
mereased 475.000.
The (isbursements were increased
$1,444,000.
In 1895 the
follows:
$1,893,000
(" Dishursements $1,871,000
|  The additiong to the expenses rep-
esented improvements im. all the
cities of the State.

ReceintS s v on oo e .

! gueh fizures proclaim the excel-
llx-m-\ correctness and morality of an
administration far better than words
E(:I' praise,

This Splendid condition of affairs
lin Nuevo Leon wes reached without

i

nezotiating loans or increasing ‘taxes

| During one calamitous period of
| drouth Gen keyes informed the Cham-
i})-'l‘ of Commerce, .made up of men
!Il ol '11:‘ various walks of commercial
‘ ome of the taxes might be
llmu re -I_ inasmuch as there existed
] surplus cash which had been intended
for public betterments, Then & most
! remarkable thing happened, in itself

a high Lomplxmcm to the administra-

AND HIS DETRACTORS.

tion of Gen. Reyes. The taxpayers of
the State declared ithemselves as
againsf a reduction in taxes, on thel
ground that the '‘taxeés were already
lcw enough and the improvements be-
ing made of great benefit to the Com-
monwealth.

Every other branch of Government
was Jjust as keenly looked afier by
Gen. Reyes, from the time he assumed
charge of the State affairs in 1885.

The machinery of Justice was placed
in perfect conditicn, and work in that
Department pushed as rapidly as pos-

sible.

Statistics show that in 1885 the
Supreme Court disposed of 330 ecivil
and eriminal cases, and the lower
Courts 1,100 cases. In 1899 the higher

'I'l'ibun'l‘; disposed of 1.250 cases and

» Jower Courts 3,200 cases.

The laws cf the State, which at the |
beginning. of the Reyes administra-
tion covered only the period of 1862 to

inelusive, were under his ad-
ministration compiled for the period
extending from 1824 to 1830, and from

continuougly to date. The series
of volumes representing this important
and laboricus work were published.

The eodes of both e¢ivil and penal
branches, as well as those regulating
rprocedmre in Courts, were; sub-
jected 1o thorough examination, and
by ardnous work were reformed to
meel the demands agress. Laws
organiza-
additional

were dssued governing
tion of Tribunals, and
Courts, were ‘established in orugr 1o
facilitate the jadministration of
tice. During the period under cca

sideraticn not a single accusation wWas

ever made against a member
Judieial Department. The most severe;
morals and the greatest possible judi-
cial dispatch has characterized this

by Gen. Reyves

branch under the Reyes
tion.

administra-

Of the material work accomplished
in connection with the

i Department of Justice, the massive

stone State Penitentiary stands as an
everlasting monument.

Public Instrnction—the greatest
power in the hands of a sovereign
State for the elevation of its people—

was up to the time of the beginning

iof the Reyes administration condiet-

ed along ancient and inadequate lines,
notwithstanding laudable efforts on
the part of preceding administrations
to revolutionize the system. Lack of
resources caused it to languish to such
an extent that the primary schools
were unable to show more than a
minimium attendance, the preparatory
sehools in e¢harge of the State made
no progress, and the professional
schools of Medicine and Jurisprudence
lacked even suitable buildings for the
necessary instruction. The Normal
School for the instruction of teachers
was conduceted in the form of a bi-
weekly class, the stndents gathering
in a city school room; no step had
heen taken looking to the instruction
of female ieachers for the primary
grades.

In this branch of public service a
marvelous change was worked almost
with the opening of the . Reyes ad-
nrinis tratton) Pheentire system of Pulb-
lic Instruction was revolutoinized. un-
der the direction of the State Ex-
ecutive, the work of providing ade-
quate facilities was at once com-
menced, and the professional course
were [thrown open to the women of the
State. Increased attendance followed
fast on the heels of changes and im-
provements, and by 1899 the primary
school attendance, which in 1885 was

| 12,000, had doupled. Special educational




GEN. BERNARDO REYES

Jaws. framed along the most modern | measurable boon Up to that time they
lines of Publie Instruction, were pro-| were practically without means of
mulgated, and Government inspectors wigher intellectual advancement, and

were detailed to see that the iaws were | debarred from professional pur
complied with, - uniform in-| With the eyes ad istration came
struction throughout, the “State. ‘ he extensi of Normal instruction
In" 1885 the State of Nueyo. Leon | inch well as male
owned few buildings| for school pur-| students, an yrovisions similar to
and the appropiation for pro-| chose ma ie for the male studenis were

i Is and women

such huildings was-entively
ent for ma i
direction. Two years) later
was possible 1O arrange
$100,000 yearly ito the needs of Bblic | lowed | this innova
Instruction, anid in 1895 it was pos; '!'II'\'ZE"!L The f
sible to increase this appropriation to |primary cert
$127,000.By that year the puhblic school | the existing neces v for the propaza:
property, by réason of the erecti tionwof
of new and modern buildings and thei Throngh tl Normal
equipment with suitable “ucnice, | woman of the middle :
rperesented a value of $179,000.  Four |abled to fit herself, not only for the
years later this value had ill('l‘t:'ibt“i\ righest educati mal positions, but also

to $240,000, and the annal expenses |\for commercial life and the telegraph

antage of the opportunities offered

These. figures demonstrate the won-

ofvinstruetion had retched $140,000. i:,._ay'\i(':-. She was prompt to take ad-
|

derful progress made 1 Public Inf | for advancement, and cince the opens

struetion nnder the guidance of Gen. |ing of the Reves administration huf-
Reyes, and the thousands of -eliildren | dreds of ¢ have annually studied
drinkifiethe waters of e Fountain of | enthu siastically in the  professional
Knowledee form one of the mMOsL|COUTSES provided
strilking and impressi fotures of his -eparatory instrueti was at the
administration 5Lt fven the neees progressive
Particular attention was giver impulse, and rapidly wtended ~with
the improvement and advancement ol {he perfection ot the system and -the
the Normal branch of instruetion, and facilities. In the year
early in the administration of Gen.| 1885 the value of property helonging
Reyes special quarters, snitably eqio o that branch of Public Ilnstruction

ped, were provided for 1emporary use as estimated at $60,000, By reason of

Finally a magniticent buildings was dditions made to the Civil Coliege
constructed for, exclusty asé a8 4| building, the urchase | of [irnitare,
Normal Scheol, /For years [Lhe srad- iscie tifie Anstruoments  and other” ac-

the Nuevo Leon rred <sories. tlie property has mote than

nave :L[ll'r;‘u] over this and ad

joining States. cine and
To the women of the mlddle eclass, | Jurispr idence new and modern rules
particularly, the op yening of the avenue | and regulations Were rablished, their

of Normal instruction proved an nm- branches of instruction enlarged and

AND HIS DETRACTORS.

adequate buildings and facilities pro- at once hegan to flourish, In 1887

vided for their work.

|
|
| ;
(but two years later, the number of

T'he Committe of Public Instruclion, | niines being worked w 23, in 1891
over which the Governor presides, was|157 and in 1898 280. The capiial rep
n 1898 280. apiti I

i

FHrol 3 AT . |
entirely reorganized on a convenie resented in  the aworking of the 25

basis for the supervision of that im-|mines in 1885 was $98,000, and by 1898
portant work of the Government

; the investment in mining property in
f Gen. Reves,” it has been said in | Nuevo Leon amounted to $7.500,000.

writing on this subjeet, “could point Throu h the agency of ger ]
z agency of general laws,

|

to no other accomplishment than the | Sy e (s tablished in the Stat
. ) . 3o all industris stablished in the State
reformation of The system of Public WOr xem ‘Fr 1 taxati fl
=R Rigs re. exel - om axation for a
Instruction, wherehy modern methods | | - ) Pkl
= : period of seven years, and similar ex-
were introduced and Normal School : . ; : ;
i : emption was also made in the matter
rdvantages wwovided for caonle if -
g ‘,, provide : for peopl Llof  unenltivated agrienltural lands.
h mexes, he would, by reason of 1ses orected i nyv cit f tl
; e uses arected in an citvy o 16
this alone, be entitled to the grati tadiof " it
= ) e exempted from faxaiton
tude of hoth the present and future L of i )

- iod of five years, and in cases
generations o
¥ £ of 1m1i ‘fant buildinegs this exemption
With relation to State progi = N . : o
, L pProg was. extended to. cover periods up to
general public mmprovemen 3 '

; wenty veans.

ministration of Gen. Reys ;
an unequaled record These bheneficial and progressive

In the repert made to Congre ed men and capital to enter

) th N lc of 1 ine Nitev

1885 hy the predecessor of Gen. Re) e’ Jggic of upbuilling Nneyo
was the folllowing: Liberal concessions, provided
“Commerce.—Our commerce has P undegigth ST SicHurage |

been materially decaying In all
towns of the State it is in a very af

heavy investment: and _y;!x—\.)f nim-
bers of labores were called from
fiieted condition." every quarter to do the biddinz of cap-
“Agriculuture and Stockraising. ilal. Mo these laborers better wages
These two sources of State \!.'n:]lvhr:u:. vere paid than ever hefore in the his
found in a more lamentable condifion tory -of -the State, and the general
than in past yvears.” prosperity of the laboring cla was

“Industries.—The constant compe | thereby advanced.
tition of our meichbor Republic has || The industries of the State, which
brought industrial growth to a &tand- | in-1885 were represenied by fonr fac-
atill.” tories nltiy at a marvelous rate,

These quotations from the Govern and within ¢ years 37 prosperous

ment rv-‘\(‘.,n‘ show the lamentable con industrial concerns were in aclive op-
dition of affairs in the State of Nueve mration An¢ Nievo Leon, representing
Leon in 1885. At that time the total en investment of 3§ 000,000, As a

numhber of mi g
25. But scarcely had Gen. Reyes en-|ity the demand for property increased,
mrr@spondm;ly ad-

was | natural result c 1e industrial activ-

tered upon s duties as Chief Execn-
when the decaying industry of vanced
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monuments which Gen. Bernarde
Reyes has reared during the years of
his Governorship would endure, great
testimonials to the flourishing condi
tion of the State and ifs people dur
ing the timerthai he watched over the
destiny of Nuevo Leon. Regardless
of the circumstances of  the future
these 'monuments will forever hear
witness to the faithful service of Gén

Reves fo hig State, to the excellency
9. an adminigtration “which deserves
the sincerest praise-of-all-just peaple
—that administration which, owing to
political | differences” confrary (o the
ivterests of the country, has been as
gsailed by those who, laeking even a
pretext -on/ which to base their alle
gations, bave ‘resoried’ to malicious
falsehood and slanderous misrepre
sentation.

Can the defamers of Gen. Reyes, in
their frenzied eagerness to obliterale
ihe facts of his administration, de

gtroy the landmarks of iig daily pro

and raze the monuments erect-

his hands?
It wonld reqguire ages fo accom-
lish such pernicious work. But,
ranting that such would he possible,
vith the eclearing away of the dust
v the ruins History would appear,
nehanged, to pay its tribute to the
ietions of a man who faithfully served
%is Nation and his State.

The name of Carthage and the re-
wwvn of its greatness exist today, not-
withsetanding ifts destruction during
Hé period of the Punic Wars:

At the present time, happily for the
battles—lament-
ahle hut oft times bhringing glorious

Nafien, war, with its

vieteries—is not engaging attention.
Instead of powerful factions in arms, a
rentemptible war of infrigue must he
rockoned with, the wenomously pois-
ored ‘arrows of theose involved in it
teing directed at the spotless armor
of a gallant soldier and a great sftates-
man,

The Political and Criminal Intrigue Against
General Reyes.

What the Republic of Mexico owes
to Gen. Reyes as a soldier, and what
the State of Nuevo Leon owes to him
&s a Governor, has been superficially
touched upon.

Throughout his career as a soldier
and statesman the personality of
Gen. Rey stands out clear and
strong, ever an influence for good,
But against this mpersonality have
been launched utterly

absurd as not to deserve considera-

charges—so

tion were it not for the maliciousnes
with which they are clothed. The |
hands that launched these charges
are the same that fain would tear
down the monuments of History and
ecusiegn to oblivion the antecedents of
Gen. Reyes.

“It was Gen. Reyes,” declare these
enemies of public good, “who, on the
2nd of April, last, ordered that an
opposing pelitical’ demonstration bhe
terminated by armed force.”

I'ne demonstration in guestion was
lield under the mask of the celebra-
tion of the glorious victory anhim‘red'
by Gen. Diaz in action against the
Imperial troops; 36 years &go.

The qguestion naturally arises, why
was it that these intriguers had the
audacity to launch such absurdly
false and slanderous charges without
fear that their infamy would recoil
on them in the shape of legal pungsh-
ment due such saetlon? A brief ex
planation is due, hecause under ordi
nary cirenmstances it would seem In
concelvable that such calumny could
Lo given birth in the mildst of a 80

clety for whose good the accused had

consecrated his services—in a law
abiding community where acts deserv-
ing of esteem and respect should not
be allowed to be made the objects of
etlack on the part of the audacious
and criminal.

At a time previous to the attack on
Gen. Reyes preparations of great im-
portance, affecting the general poli-
tics of the country, were in progress
at the National capital. Gen. Diaz,
wishing to refire from the Presidency,

inspired by a noble and patriotic de-

sire to see his country continue to
march majestically onward under the

| divection of a personality other than

bis own, undertook the work of com-
bining and harmonizing certain ele-
ments with a view of assuring the
permanency of his great National
work.

A certain man was selected to lead
in carrying out the work outlined by
President Diaz, and to him was given
power and prestige. The foremost of

| his supporters had previously formed

a political group, prominent in which

|were some men who had never in-
| spired) the confidence of the country,

A homogeneous Minisiry was formed,
which Gen. Reyes became & mem-
ber. But from the day that he took

| charge of the Department of War cer-

tein members of the group before
mentioned manifested hostility tothe
Executive of Nuevo Leon, This hos-
Hlty and consequent- lack of confl
dence scon made it apparent that it
impossible to amalgamate
the different elements, and this final-
ly proved to be the cage. As a result

would be




GEN. BERNARDO REYES

AND HIS DETRACTORS.

monuments which Gen. Bernarde
Reyes has reared during the years of
his Governorship would endure, great
testimonials to the flourishing condi
tion of the State and ifs people dur
ing the timerthai he watched over the
destiny of Nuevo Leon. Regardless
of the circumstances of  the future
these 'monuments will forever hear
witness to the faithful service of Gén

Reves fo hig State, to the excellency
9. an adminigtration “which deserves
the sincerest praise-of-all-just peaple
—that administration which, owing to
political | differences” confrary (o the
ivterests of the country, has been as
gsailed by those who, laeking even a
pretext -on/ which to base their alle
gations, bave ‘resoried’ to malicious
falsehood and slanderous misrepre
sentation.

Can the defamers of Gen. Reyes, in
their frenzied eagerness to obliterale
ihe facts of his administration, de

gtroy the landmarks of iig daily pro

and raze the monuments erect-

his hands?
It wonld reqguire ages fo accom-
lish such pernicious work. But,
ranting that such would he possible,
vith the eclearing away of the dust
v the ruins History would appear,
nehanged, to pay its tribute to the
ietions of a man who faithfully served
%is Nation and his State.

The name of Carthage and the re-
wwvn of its greatness exist today, not-
withsetanding ifts destruction during
Hé period of the Punic Wars:

At the present time, happily for the
battles—lament-
ahle hut oft times bhringing glorious

Nafien, war, with its

vieteries—is not engaging attention.
Instead of powerful factions in arms, a
rentemptible war of infrigue must he
rockoned with, the wenomously pois-
ored ‘arrows of theose involved in it
teing directed at the spotless armor
of a gallant soldier and a great sftates-
man,

The Political and Criminal Intrigue Against
General Reyes.

What the Republic of Mexico owes
to Gen. Reyes as a soldier, and what
the State of Nuevo Leon owes to him
&s a Governor, has been superficially
touched upon.

Throughout his career as a soldier
and statesman the personality of
Gen. Rey stands out clear and
strong, ever an influence for good,
But against this mpersonality have
been launched utterly

absurd as not to deserve considera-

charges—so

tion were it not for the maliciousnes
with which they are clothed. The |
hands that launched these charges
are the same that fain would tear
down the monuments of History and
ecusiegn to oblivion the antecedents of
Gen. Reyes.

“It was Gen. Reyes,” declare these
enemies of public good, “who, on the
2nd of April, last, ordered that an
opposing pelitical’ demonstration bhe
terminated by armed force.”

I'ne demonstration in guestion was
lield under the mask of the celebra-
tion of the glorious victory anhim‘red'
by Gen. Diaz in action against the
Imperial troops; 36 years &go.

The qguestion naturally arises, why
was it that these intriguers had the
audacity to launch such absurdly
false and slanderous charges without
fear that their infamy would recoil
on them in the shape of legal pungsh-
ment due such saetlon? A brief ex
planation is due, hecause under ordi
nary cirenmstances it would seem In
concelvable that such calumny could
Lo given birth in the mildst of a 80

clety for whose good the accused had

consecrated his services—in a law
abiding community where acts deserv-
ing of esteem and respect should not
be allowed to be made the objects of
etlack on the part of the audacious
and criminal.

At a time previous to the attack on
Gen. Reyes preparations of great im-
portance, affecting the general poli-
tics of the country, were in progress
at the National capital. Gen. Diaz,
wishing to refire from the Presidency,

inspired by a noble and patriotic de-

sire to see his country continue to
march majestically onward under the

| divection of a personality other than

bis own, undertook the work of com-
bining and harmonizing certain ele-
ments with a view of assuring the
permanency of his great National
work.

A certain man was selected to lead
in carrying out the work outlined by
President Diaz, and to him was given
power and prestige. The foremost of

| his supporters had previously formed

a political group, prominent in which

|were some men who had never in-
| spired) the confidence of the country,

A homogeneous Minisiry was formed,
which Gen. Reyes became & mem-
ber. But from the day that he took

| charge of the Department of War cer-

tein members of the group before
mentioned manifested hostility tothe
Executive of Nuevo Leon, This hos-
Hlty and consequent- lack of confl
dence scon made it apparent that it
impossible to amalgamate
the different elements, and this final-
ly proved to be the cage. As a result

would be




AND HIS DETRACTORS.

1 { this hotbed of intri which pre Ja be made
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And that “Poneciano Arriaga” Club,
of Amarchistic tendencies, dared to
put the slanderous accusation in form
and take it before the dignified and
honorable Representative Body of the
Nation:

It is but reasonable to suppose that
in the due course of time the penalty
of the law will fall on the intriguers
and defamers, not only in satisfaction
to the persons so viciously attacked,
but also in satisfaction to the so-
ciety outraged and the Nation injured.
Shonld the Nation allow such actions
to go unpunished it might expect that
misrepresentation and falsehood
would regularly appear at the Bench
of Justice to plead for the downfall
of just and honorable men, who by
sacrifices and ability had gained the
respect and admiration of their coun
trymen.
tain as the case'is exceptional, as far
reaching as. the infrigue formed by
the enemies of a faithfal public ser
vant.

Formidable antagonism has already
It could not
Antagonism to that resi

come to the scene.
otherwise.
due found far below the goodness and
greatness of fhe people of Nuevo
Leon: to the insatiable, unrestrained

ambition. of those who for yeara have

conducted a school of intrigue in the

Reparation will be as cer |

Icapital of the Republic; to that group
|6t men who claim to be liberals but
a1e not liberals, in whose midst the
Medusa headed Anarchy looms up; to
all those corrupt elements which were
combined to dform that venomous
black wave that was launched against
the figure of Gen. Reyes for the pur-
pose of overthrowing and destroying
him. It is antagonism against incapa-
ble and outcast people, weak and vie-
jous enough to be easily influenced
into . any manner of corruption;
against the intriguers of Mexico City,
whose ambitious aims are in direct
opposition to the wise and prudent
policy which has the welfare of the
Republic as its end—a policy sup-
ported by Gen. Reyes under the Te-
generator of the Nation, the illus-
|trious Gen. Diaz—and who are eager
t. destroy any man and any poliey
found blocking their traitorous steps;
band against the Arriaguists, who
might be more properly spoken of a8
Anarchists, who dared to file mon-
strous charg against the President
of the Republic, as they dared to file
against Gen, Reyes, before

charges
the National Congress,

Phe black wave was rent asunder
with the eriminal outbreak of the 2nd
of April, and swept away with the last
effort, the so-called “accusation ¢4

Protests and Testimony Against the Slander—
Evidence of Latter.

When the black wave TfTormed by
the combination of vicious elements
threw itself upon Gen. Reyes, it did
not find him alone, much less weak. Tt
came upon him in the midst of his du-
ties as Governor of Nuevo Leon, and

*it found him surrounded by the affec-

tions of a people acclaiming him as
their ocandidate for re-election—a
great people, who, nofwithstanding
the fury of the attack made against
him, hesitated not a single instant in
supporting him throughout the terri
tory of the State And while ob-
structionists and malconients, eneour-
aged hy the leaders in the infrigue,
made crude war mupon him, these
ataunch supporters, in variong ways
and in various places, gave striking
evidence of their admiration and
fidendship. On the morning of the
ond of April, at the very hour when
less than a kilometer distant gunar-
dians of the public peace were heing

sassinated hy the enemieg of Gen
Reyes, 2,500 of these supporters gath
ered together to publicly acclaim him
as  their ecandidate for re-election
And in that patrietic demonstration
Gen. Reves generously counseled his
eupporters to Ttespect the political
opinions of his opponents.

With the rending asunder of the
black wave of misrepresentation and
slander came the imprisonment and
scattering of those responsible for the
crime of the 2nd of April. And later
came the contradiction of their false
charges by overwhelming testimony.

On March 25th, 1903, the commer-
cial, banking, professional, industrial

land prudent

and laboring interests of Nuevo Leon
sent to Gen. Reyes the following writ-
ten manifestation of support and
gratitude:
“(GGeneral: On the occasion of your
temporary absence from the Execu-
tive Office of this State to worthily
oceupy the high position of Minister
of War and Marine in the Cabinet of
the illustrions President of the Repub-
lic. Gen. Porfirio Diaz, the banking,

commercial, industrial, professional
«nd laboring interests of the State ex-
nresged. in writing, regret at your
separation from the State, which, ow
ng te your energy. ahility and un
impeachable integrity, had taken
front rank among the States of the
Mexican Federation.

«“Thig expression of regret carried
with it the zratitude of the people of
the entire State, who fully appreciat-
od the benefits they had received at
vour hands.

4By virtue of your wise, energetic
sovernment, General,
neace was hrought to Nuevo L.eon and
nerfect harmony  reigned among all
classes. These-changes in conditions
attracted large amoimts of capital,
which was distributed throughout the
State: resulted in the opening of
many schools; caused commerce fo
fAourish: created industrial and credit
institutions, 'which greatly increased
the general wealth, and brought about
a multitude of other benefits which
are nmow the pride and honor of this
powerful and industrious people.

“And now, by reason of your return
to again take charge of this State,
taking advantage of the fortunate clr-
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GEN. BERNARDO REYES

AND HIS DETRACTORS.

with the investigation of this matter.
“Hall of Sessiong of the Chamber of
Deputies,

“Mexico, April 22nd, 1903
“Francisco Martinez Baca,
“Manuel Serrano,

"Jesus Maria Cerda,
“L, Sepulveda,
“Jose Lopez Portillo y Rojas.”

Gen. Reyes is not alone, and  further

more 5 not weak He will see the
hlaek wave so furiously launched

agamet him disappear without leav

1ng a/ single stain

Truth and justice are eternal and
will prevail.
As ‘was said in the beginning:

History can not be obliterated nor

{ * 2
can facts be changed. Neither ecan

that which is eriminal be converted
into that which is good, simply be
cause those who are interested im so

doing either o not, or will not, rec-

oenize the truth

Future evenis in connection with
thic matter will. more clearly reveal
the truth and-bring to Justice fits

prape:! homage

Just Action By Certain Opponents of Gen. Reyes.
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GEN. BERNARDO REYES

AND HIS DETRACTORS.

Wwas responsible for the beginning of
the riot that followed.
“‘Seventh—We gladly take the op-
portunity to do justice to the Chief
of Police, by stating that he conduect-
ed himself in a most meritorious man-
ner, doing all that was . possible) to
preserve order and urging on his sub-
ordinates the greatest prudence.
“‘Eighth—We are for peace, order
end harmony, and wish, for the honor
of our-State, that the press abstain
from exploiting this unfortunate oc-
clirrence, for which -in no way was
our-authorities 1o blame,

“'We herehy authorize vou to make
such uge of ithis letier as you see fit
“*We are

“'Respectinlly /vours,

Ramirez QGarza, Francisco Delgado,
Pedro Nieto, Lorenzo Silva, Espiri-
dion J. Martinez, Daniel Espinosa,
Pascual Torres.'”

The foregoing letter sets forth the
manifest mendacity of the newspa-
pers “El Pais,” “Diario del Hogar” and
“Mouitor,” which stated, in publish-
ing accounts of the riot of April 2nd,
last, 'that from the Municipal Palace
and Casino building the men, whose
conduet | brought. abont the riot, were
fired on.

Slowly, huf surely, the malevalent
intentions, horn. and nourished in a
hothed of e¢riminal intrigie, are being
X posed,

The newspapers herein referred io,
echging' those which were voicing

lander and  jealous hatred ‘in their

“Susto | Contes,  Bmilo Rordignez
Felipe \J. Padilla, N. Garcia Garza,
Manuel Blores, Antonio Ovalle, Julio

Marina, Marciano Gomez, Manuel E.

23, Cesareo Cantu Trevino, Danfel
Cantu, José R, Canfiu, Severo Menda
za Escobedo, Pedro Garza, Donagiano
Verastegui, Federico Arreola, Amador
Jocanegra, Ezedqquiel S. Garcia, Wli-
gic Ramirez, E. Sanchez Martinez,
Pedro Sauceda, H. Arvalo

columns, atlempted the contemptible

(task of defaming fhe authorities and

people of Nuevo T.eon,

Today, 'however, facts are Zeen in
their true Ilighty The letter refeprsd
e places each in its proper sphere—
the Govermment of Nuevo Leon in its

own dignified position—the vituperas

live &candal mongers in the depthsg

which tney have chosen for their

abode.

Gregorlo

APPENDIX.

The following is the official declara-
tion of the Chamber of Deputies in
connection with the accusation filed
against Gen. Bernardo Reyes, Gov-
ernor of Nuevo Leon:

“Secretary of the Chamber of Depu-
ties of the Congress of the Union,
Mexico. Section of Archives No. 347.

“The Chamber of Deputies of the
Congress of the TUnited States of
Mexico, in exercise of the faculty con-
ceded under Article 72, Letter A and
Imsert V and 105, of the Constitution
reformed on the 13th of November,
1874

“DECLARE: That the citizen Gov:

ernor of the State of Nuevo Leon,
Gen. Bernardo Reyes, is not guilty of
the official crime of violation of in-
dividual = guarantees, and attacks
against personal suffrage, of which
he has been accused by Camilio Ar-
riaga, Antonio Diaz Sotoy Gama and
associates.

“Mexico, May 29th, 1903







