GEN. BERNARDO REYES AND HIS PETRACTORS.

monuments which Gen. Bernardo
Reyes has reared during the years of
his Governorship would endure, great
testimonials to the flourishing condi-
tion of the State and ils people dur
ing the time that he watched over the
destiny of Nuevo Leon. Regardless
of the ecircumstances of the future,
these monuments will forever bear
witness to the faithful service of Gen.
Reyes to his State, to the excellency
of an administration which deserves
the sincerest praise of all just people
— that administration which, owing to
political differences contrary to the
irterests of the country, has been as-
sailed by those who, lacking even 2
pretext on which to base their alle-
gations, have resorted to malicious
falsehood and slanderous misrepre-
sentakion.

Can the defamers of Gen. Reyes, in
their frenzied eagerness to obliterate
the facts of his administration, de
gtroy the landmarks of its daily pro

ress and raze the monuments erect-
d by his hands?

[t would require ages to accom-
ilish  such  pernicious work. But,
-ranting that such would be possible,
vith the eclearing away of the dust
i the ruins History would appear,
:nchanged, to pay its tribute to the
wetions of a man who faithfully served
i Nation and his State.

The name of Carthage and the re-
1own of its greainess exist today, not-
withstanding its destruction during
the period of the Pumic Wars.

At the present time, happily for the
Nation, war, with its battles—lament-
able but oft times bringing glorious
victories—is mnot engaging attention.
nstead of powerful factions inarms, a
contemptible war of intrigue must be
reckoned with, the venomously pois-
oned arrows of those involved in it
heing directed at the spotlesg armor
of a gallant soldier and a great states-
man,

The Political and Criminal Intrigue Against
General Reyes.

‘What the Republic of Mexico owes
t0 Gen. Reyes as a soldier, and what
the State of Nuevo Leon owes to him
&8 a Governor, has been superficially
touched upon.

Throughout his career as a soldier
and statesman the mpersonality of
Gen. Reyes stands out clear and
strong, ever an influence for good,
But- against this personality have
been launched charges—so utterly
absurd as not to deserve considera-
tion were it not for the maliciousness
with which they are clothed. The
hands that launched these charges
are the same that fain would tear
down the monuments of History and
ecnsign to oblivion the antecedents of
Gen. Reyes.

“It was Gen. Reyes,” declare these
enemies of public good, “who, on the
2nd of April, last, ordered that an
opposing mpolitical demonstration be
terminated by armed force.”

The demonstration in question was |

Leld under the mask of the celebra-
tion of the glorious victory achieved
by Gen. Diaz in action against the
Imperial troops, 36 years ago.

The question naturally arises, why
was it that these intriguers had the

audacity to launch such absurdly |

folse and slanderous charges without
fear that their infamy would reeoil
on them in the shape of leg

iment due such sction? A brief ex-

al punish-

planation is due, because under ordi-
nary cirenmstances it would seem In-
conceivable that such calumny could
hao given birth in the midst of a 80
ciety for whose good the accused had

consecrated his services—in a law
abiding eommunity where acts deserv-
ing of esteem and respect should not
be allowed to he made the objects of
aettack on the part of the audacious
and criminal.

At a time previous to the attack on
Gen. Reyes preparations of great im-
portance, affecting the general poli-
tics of the country, were In progress
at the National capital. Gen. Diaz,
wishing to retire from the Presidency,
inspired by a noble and patriotic de-
|sire to see his country continue to
march majestically onward under the
direction of a personality other than
bis own, undertook the work of com-
bining and harmonizing certain ele-
ments with a view of assuring the
permanency of his great National
WoOTK. ;

A certain man was selected to lead
in carrying out the work outlined by
President Diaz, and to him was given
power and prestige. The foremost of
hig supporters had previously formed
a political group, prominent in which
|were some men who had never in-
spired the confidence of the country.
A homogeneous Ministry was formed,
[of which Gen. Reyes became 3 mem-
ber, But from the day that he took
charge of the Department of War cer

n members of the group before
mentioned manifested hostility tothe
Executive of Nuevo Leon, This hos-
tility and comsequent- lack of confi-
dence soon made it apparent that it
would be impossible to amalgamate
| the different elements, and this final-
| ly proved to be the case, As a result
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Gen. Diaz abandoned his plans for
change in the Presidency.

The hostility of these par
tions to Gen. Reyes grew to suc
extent that their leaders even refused
to respect the wishes of the one who
should ‘have been their director, and
who, it may be said, was on the most
friendly terms with Gen. Reyes. Gen.
Reyes 'was attacked by these factions
tbrough the medium of various politi-

cally colored journals, and, being vig- |1

orously ‘defended by other new
pers, wishing to prevent his name be-
ing used as a pretext for dissensions

i

in the Government—as he officially |’

stated—he resigned his office as Min-
ister of War and returned to Nuevo
LLeon to again take up the reins of
Government,

With the return of Gen. Reyes to
Nuevo Leon, his enemies carried the

war on him to this State, using tl

advantages which the high positions |

in which they had been placed—for the
purpose of effecting the contemplated
political change—in an effort to in
jure him.

In Nuevo Leon they sought malcon
tents to serve as their instruments
against Gen. Reyes, whose re-election
was the subject of discussion from
the hour of his return to Monteres
These malcontents were found
chaff which the I admini
had swept aside onward

and they

truth and

and ji e, took up
slander

attack only through false

to

City tha

a- |

| change

on the part of the
| Suipreme Head of the Nation, who is
invariably on the side of justice, and
| who favored Gen. teyes, who was the
universal candidate of the people of
Nuevo Leon for re-election as Gov-
ernor, it would be necessary to go to
the greatest possible extremes. As
the opposing group had no one worthy
to be placed as a candidate against
Gen. Reyes, they were reduced to the
iel having to choose a ridien.
respecting whose ante-
cedents it would be loss of time to
With this man as their
‘dummy,” they began an active war
g i entation amnd slander.
h lines, without

protect and nothing to

| lose, they entered with impunity into
one of the blackest intrigues ever
launched ag st a public man of

the vrestoration of

rs in Mexico City the

Nuevo Leon traitors received instrue
ti very means to provoke
in this State, and

the belief that in the

being interfered with

i they would be

Federal action; that

would come to their

influence of per-

tanding would be used

half, and that they

Ith

AND HIS

DETRACTORS.

From out of this hotbed of intrigue
there issued the lawless yells in the
n:anifestation of February b5th, last—
the seditious sheets published in this
city, whose falsehoods were stren
ucusly echoed by those dailies in
Mexico City in the service of the ma-
licions leaders there, who lost no op-|
portunity to fan the flame of sedition
—the rowdyish actions on the part

af sixteen students of the School of |
Jurisprudence—the plans for the
banding together of inebriates and
others more criminal, in which com.- |
pany insults to the Government were |

frequent as unmentionable acts-

|
the threats of the sheet “Redencion,”’ |
|

which, in its first issue, appearing in |
the month of Febroary, announced |
Lat a political demonstration against
Gen. Reyes would be made on the 2nd
of April, the day on which the Nation |

rates the anniversary of a great
trinmuph, in Monterey and other
towns of the State (which latter
|Jfll\l‘l| impossible for the reason that
in mone of the smaller towns were
to be found persons \\]”]I.\;'_' to
follow the agitators in 'the capital)

he threat published in the sheet
“Justicia,” referring to a demonstra
tion which it stated was already ar
1 for—the instructions for [he
of pistols at the hardware

in anticip

planned to PolOV

regponsipility 1071 the

ticus proceedings ol the Znd oOf

at the Plaza Zarag i, when t

AGIE innocent of any part

demonstration were -gilied
three policemen all o
shot from behind, and thre

ZENs and three policemern
ounded eriously
And it is this murderous actior

which had been threat

which preparations had been made,
which was started by some pre-ar-

jranged means or by some of the
drunken demonstrators, and in which

the victims of treacherous shots in

back were policemen, not one of

inatons, believing themselves
protected in any extreme of calumny,
have sought to charge to the Chief
Executive of the State, whose every
thought and action has been for the
welfare of the people he governs.

No better demonstration of the low
meral level reached by the enemies
of Gen. Reves could be possible than

this accusation, hurled at him by

| eriminals and their accomplices, in

the hope of injuring his political
standing, as though a low, ‘barefaced

=

lie, shouted from the gutter by Intri-
ouers and propagated by a maliciously
directed press, would be sufficient to

accomplish such an end.

But perversions of truth and lying
offers of help were necessary to en
the idle and vicious persons

in Monterey, and the members of the
“Ponciano Arriaga” Club in Mexico
City, which organization is known by
ite Anarchistic tendencies; to ‘turn
the heads of others and throw them
nto eriminal action; to encourage, in

and Inso-

alarm—

actual criminals,
with unedquale
tlempt 1o shiouli
were responsit
houlders OvVernor
a Inan

nfidence
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And that “Ponciano Arriaga” Club,
of Amarchistic tendencies, dared to
put the slanderous accusation in form
and take it before the dignified and
honorable Representative Body of the
Nation.

It is but reasonable to suppose that
in the due course of time the penalty
of the law will fall on the intriguers
and defamers, not only in satisfaction
to the persons so viciously attacked,
but also in satisfaction to the so-
ciety outraged and the Nation injured.
Should the Nation allow such actions
to go unpunished it might expect that
mwisrepresentation and falsehood
would regularly appear at the Bench
of Justice to plead for the downfall
of just and honorable men, who by
sacrifices and ability had gained the
respect and admiration of their coun-
trymen. Reparation will be as cer-
tain as the case is exceptional, as far
reaching as the inirigue formed by
the enemies of a faithful public ser
vant,

Formidable antagonism has already

come to the scene. It could not be
otherwise. Antagonism to that resi-
due found far below the goodness and
greatness of the people of Nuevo
Leon; to the insatiable, unrestrained
ambition of those who for years have
conducted a school of iuntrigue in the

capital of the Republic; to that group
ol men who claim to be liberals but
are not liberals, in whose midst the
Medusa headed Anarchy looms up; to
all those corrupt elements which were
combined to form that venomous
black wave that was launched against
the fizure of Gen. Reyes for the pur-
pose of overthrowing and destroying
him. It is antagonism against incapa-
ble and outcast people, weak and vie-
jous enough to be easily influenced
into any manner of corruption;
against the intriguers of Mexico City,
whose ambitious aims are in direct
opposition to the wise and prudent
policy which has the welfare of the
Republic as its end—a policy sup-
ported by Gen. Reyes under the re-
generator of the Nation, the illus-
trious Gen. Diaz—and who are eager
to destroy any man and any policy
found blocking their traitorous steps;
and agalnst the Arriaguists, who
might be more properly spoken of as
Anarchists, who dared to file mon-
sirous charges against the President
of the Republic, as they dared to file
charges against Gen. Reyes, before
the National Congress.

The black wave was rent asunder
with the criminal outbreak of the 2nd
of April, and swept away with the last

effort, the so-called “aeceusation.”

Protests and Testimony Against the Slander—
Evidence of Latter. '

When the black wave Tormed by
the combination of vicious elements
threw itself upon Gen. Reyes, it did
not find him alone, much less weak. It
came upon him in the midst of his du-
ties as Governor of Nuevo Leon, and

*{% found him surrounded by the affec-

tions of a people acclaiming him as
their candidate for re-election—a
great people, who, notwithstanding
the fury of the attack made against
him, hesitated not a single instant in
supporting him throughout the terri-
tory of the State. And

structionizts and malcontents, encour

while ob-

aged by the leaders in the infrigue,
made erude war mupon him, these
staunch supporters, in various ways
and in various mlaces, gave striking
evidence of their admiration and
friendship. On the morning of the
9nd of April, at the very hour when
lesg 'than a kilometer distant gunar-
dians of the public peace were bheing
assassinated by the enemies of Gen.
Reyes, 2,500 of these supporters gath-
ered together to publicly acclaim him
as their candidate for te-election.
And in that patriotic demonstration
Gen. Reyes generously counseled his
supporters to tespect the political
opinions of his opponents. -

With the rending asunder of the
black wave of miisrepresentation and
glander came the imprisonment and
scattering of those responsible for the
crime of the 2nd of April. And later
came the contradiction of their false
charges by overwhelming testimony.

On March 25th, 1903, the commer-
cial, banking, professional, industrial

|and laboring interests of Nuevo Leon
|sent to Gen. Reyes the following writ-
| ent manifestation of support and
gratitude:

“General: On the occasion of your
;'rvm-porar}' absence from the Execu-
|tive Office of this State to worthily
oceupy the high position of Minister
of War and Marine in the Cabinet of
| the illustrious President of the Repub-
| lic, Gen. Porfirio Diaz, the banking,
commercial, professional
and laboring interests of the State ex-
pressed, in writing, regret at your
separation from the State, which, ow
ing to your energy, ability and un-
impeachable integrity, had taken
front rank among the States of the
Mexican Federation. :

“Thig expression of regret carried
with it the gratitude of the people of
the entire State, who fully appreciat-
od the benefits they had received at
your hands.

“By virtue of your wise, energetic
and prudent government, General,
peace was bronght to Nuevo Leon and
nerfect harmony teigned among all
classes. These changes in conditions
attracted large amounts of capital,
which was distributed throughout the
State: resulted in the opening of

industrial

| many schools; caused commerce 1o

fiourish: created industrial and credit
institutions, which greatly increased
the general wealth, and brought about
s multitude of other benefits which
are mow the pride and honor of this
powerful and indusirious people.

“And now, by reason of your return
to again take charge of this State,

taking advantage of the fortunate cir-
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cumstances of the recent inauguration
of two mammoth industries, which
were started under your previous per-
sonal administration, and which it is
believed will he of great benefit, not
only to the State of Nuevo Leon, but
to the economic conditions of the Na-
tion, we, who are not connected with
politics, who devote ourselves to our
work, who ask from the Government
only the guarantees desired hy those
who seek an honest livelihcod, who
lock for the preservation of the

by the illustrious

known that the accusation, relative to

{'which Cong ; will take proper ac-

tion, not only affects the official ac-
cused, but graveiy, and without rea-
son, injures the State, because it cre-
ates the false impression, should the
statements of the accusens he be-
lieved, that an intolerable condition of
1sider it
State to
publicly preclaim that= such .a condi-

affairs exists. And we ¢«
our duty as citizens of tl

tion does not exist, for the

pozition to

Republic Jon Porfirio |

make public our senti- |

previously e
pressed, tendering another vote
confidence for your beneficent
honorable administration.”

The Victoria Club,
tic meeting held in the Juarez

ter on the night of April 25th,

ormulate, and did formulate the

protest, which, signed by |

Nuevo Leon, was

gress of the Na

the undersizned members of

dents of Mon-

on the

Juarez Th

newspapers of the Capital of the ac
cucation made against Gen. Reyes,
Governor of the State of Nuevo Leon,

before the National Congress, by the |2

members of the Ponciano Arriaga
Club; that as residents of this ecity
we are fully informed of public occur-
rences, particularly that of the "2nd
of the present month, and the state-
ments embodied in the accusation
here referred to are absolutely false.

“Further, that we wish to make!ls

hat the Victoria Club pro-
ingt the false and misleading

contained: in the

\"1'115- Nation hy the Po

| Club, directed a:
Reyes, Governor «

cond—That

5 | lutions be taken to Congress for ths

:, and that
| ible they be filed with the orig-
ii[zal accusation.
| Third—That the protest contained
lherein be r]';ug-*rmiié._i_r by tel
‘,_(_. the President of the Repub

knowledge. -

“Monterey, April 25th, 1903.”

At a mass meeting of residents of

terey, in which were a number ¢

esses of the occurrences of the
d of April, and among whom all
professions and various lines of busi-
ness and labor were represented,
resolutions were prepared and for-
warded, on April 26th, the same as
the resolutions of the Victoria Club,
to the Chamber of Deputies in Mexico
City.. These resolutions, which were

signed by more than 3,000 persons,

AND HIS DE

TRACTORS.

S

including men of every walk in life,
miillionaires as well as labovers, read
as follows:

“We, the undersigned citizens of
Monterey, in the tull enjoyment of
learned of the
accusation against Gen. Reyes, pre-

our rights, having

nted before the Chamber of Depu-
ties of the Federal Congress by 'the
members of the Ponciano Arriaga
Ciub, from absolute knowledge of the
occurrence referrved f i

e
the aGe

“We further

v throw light on |
to prevail. |
the under-|

the false 5t

the accusation

made against Gen Bernardo Reyes,

Gavernor of Nuevo Leon, and present-

ed before the Chamber of Deputies |

of the Congress of the Union by the
members of the Ponciano Arriaga
Club.

“gacond—Reszolved, that these res-|

gent to the Chamber
of Deputiez for the information
of its members, and for the pur-
pose, if they see fit, of being at-

olutions 'be

tacdhed to the acousation in guestion.
“Monterey, April 26th., 1903.”
In a meeting held on April 25th, the
Honorable Legislature of the State
0: Nuevo Leon adopted the following
jienificant resolutions:
“Reszolved—That the Thirty-first
stitutional Congress of the State
oi Nuevo Leon tender a vote of con-
fidence to the Governor of the State,
Reyes, and declara
executive actions are sirictly

Gen. Bernardo

that his

2% ppponents

with justice

false accusation

ceusation

t made by

ies for the State of Nuevo

to the Chamber of Deputies of

National Congress. It rTeads as
| follows:

“In the recent session, held on the
| 20th of the present month, an accusa:
tion was presented before this hody
|by the Liberal Club ‘Ponciano Ar-
|ringa’ against Gen. Bernardo Reyes,
Governor of Nuevo Leon, which State
| we have the honor to repreS_en.t, Not:
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withisi: i 5 1 2
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is document various acts are set|nation of all just and impartial men

forth, designated as grave crimes, a'
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akes 10W his bhody that the

nity of the accusers. For this reason |statement
met .

now formally
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| forehand, arming themselves
v
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sen. Reyes of having broken up, by} the cit haldl
A g holdlv

|
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|
|

means i p
means of armed torce, a parade of his|blood w | |
L ( Iow on Lthe mor

tolitical opponents, held for the pur

pose of celebrating the anniversary of

the glorions vietory of the 2nd m e of the

April; of causing police and soldiers to
members

g to fire what happened by

1"310 the (‘1vm'rl this startling and contempt for publie

13 berately planning the
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Nuevo

to prejudice the

1amber in respect to

members neither

80, nor would it

: . to become involved in a
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y have has been the result of an infamous

conducted by @ handful of

!i[:ol‘n.mimls blinded by ambition and
|

PRI S . iimpelled by jealous hatred; because
It is incontrovertible that, if the |

our positions as representatives of

1 be justified and their go-od intrigue,

statements made in this accusation | 0 ple of Nuevo Leon, whom they
e peopie O 1 & K 1
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with the investigation of this matter.
“Hall of Sessions of the Chamber of

Deputies,

“Mexico, April 22nd, 1903,
“Francisco Martinez Baca,
“Manuel Serrano,

“Jesus Maria Cerda,
“L. Sepulveda,

Truth and justice are eternal amd
will prevail.

As was said in the beginning:

History can not be obliterated nor
can facts be changed. Neither can
that which is criminal be converted
into that which is good, simply be-

“Jose Lopez Portillo y Rojas.” cause those who are interested in so

Gen. Reyes is not alone, and fur
s not weak. He will see the
black -wave so furiously Ilaun

against him disappear without
ing a single stain.

doing either do noit, or will not, rec-
ther. | 08DIZE the truth.

Future events in connection with
ched | this matter will more clearly reveal

leav- | the truth and bring to Justice its

proper homage.

Just Action By Certain Opponents of Gen. Reyes.

From “Tl Espeotador” is taken the

following article:

“Monterey, April 28th, 1903. |

Dr. Ramon Trevino,
“Director of El Kepectador
“City
“Dear Sir:—For the confusion of
certain persons, who, we are SOTTY to
are natives ol Mexico, we beg
vou herewith a letter received
ed by various gentlemen
opposition, relative to the dis-
CCCUITE
in your fear-

deem the same coD-

“Yours truly,

with the request

the letter addr

< Montere)
=, Florentino
Gentlemen: - various con-
Adential gquestions, which, pased upon
friendship, ¥¢ v put to us, We
s follows

are not in favor of Gen.
ection 3 Governor of

not hecause We do not

~onsider him deserviig of that exalt-
of honor, but because We pelieve, in
accordance with Article 21 of the
State Constitution, that he is debar-
rerd from re-election, and because we
would prefer to see in his place a son

of Nuevo Leon.

'Second—We were at Porfirio Diaz
park among the participants of the
on the morning of the
ond of April, and were at Plaza

goza, a4 the time of the disgrace-

celebration

0 3 -
)lable that some of us,

1 occurrence of that date, which we

all sincerely regret.

“ “Third

hack in front of the Casino building

Some of us were on horse-

|at the hour of the riot, and can testify
that nmot a single shot was fired from
| the building. Had there heen firing
| from the bnilding it is only reason-
forming the
H

ine in front, would have fallen. The

| came can be said of the Municipal
| Falace from where, we no
shots were fired. And here

Cavalry, wish to

were not

end cowart

we recognized wa

Fifth—We reiterate that we went
the demonstration because we un-
~tood «that it was €2 vely in
prious bat-

_ip render

honor of the hero of the
{le of the 2nd of April, 18
the honor and love We feel for our
creat P ident, General of Division
Don Porfirio Diaz, and we had not the
slizhtest intimation of what was to
follow.

‘Sixth—We cal state in absolute
tiuthfulness that amonsg the partici-
in the demonstration of the
morning of April 2nd, lead by the
members of the Nuevo Leon Elecfm‘a}
Convention, there were many intoxi-
cated persons, and that one of these

pants




